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7 eek 4¹ zo * Men; ; Judge ye what I ſip 


3 | SAN being a Creature, farnilh'd with 
= the Powers of Realon.” which makes 
nim capable of Religion, the diſtin- 
nd .guiſhing Privilege of intelligent Beings.; 
r chat herein, he may act with cds 
12 — ment, Safety, and Satisfaction to 1 
ſelf; this being a Buſineſs of the laſt and greateſt In. 
a to him, becauſe the Perfection of his rational 
ature, his preſent, and future Happineſs, is evident- 
iy concerned in it, and connected with it, it muſt 
needs be his undoubted Privilege, to judge for himſelf, 
in a Matter of ſuch Concerument to him, and exer- 
ciſe thoſe chioking Principles within him, that his ge- 
nerous and kind Parent has beſtowed on him; that 
he may prove What is that good, and acceptable, and 
perfect Will of God. This much every intelligent Crea- 
i Wh has a a juſt Nicht 1 * ee for himſelf; Nor 


will 
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5 vl any Mas, charn wedelt himſelf aids, rl : 
every Man "that has Ey es of his owe, chooſes to 3 
with them; and this is 4 leſs applicable to thie Eyes of 
iis Mind, given him of -Purpoſe by his gracious God, 
oh in be a Lamp to his Feet, and a Light ta his Path. . F 
And hence it will nativel follow, that every Man 3 
Z© to be treated in the Buſineſs of Religion, as a reaſo- 
nable Being; ; nor can any ſubordinate Teacher claim, 
or in Juſtice uſurp, a Dominion over Mens judgments | 
and Conſciences: This is none of our Province, we 
| have no Commiſſion given us, to be Lords over God's 
Heritage; but only, to be Helpers of our Chriſtian 
\- Brethren, in the Concerns of their Salvation, by pro- 
poling to their ſerious Conſideration, what we judge 
proper, and neceſſary, to inſtru them in the Know- 
Hedge, and influence them to the Practice of Religion. 
And this much we are concerned, and bound to do, i in 
the moſt ſincere and candid Manner, approving, ourſelves 
to every Man's Judgment ; that they may be in a pro- 
per Capacity, to examine into the Truth and Impor- 
tance of what ſhall be delivered to them, in our Ser- 
mons, or otherwiſe to direct them to their 5 
Work, as Men and Chriſtians, And this, that I have 
aſſerted, is evidently ſet before us in my Text. Thus, 
the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles treated his Hearers. 
I ſpeak (ſays he) as to wiſe Men; ; Judge 9e what 5 
2 
4. And becauſe, theſe or the like Words, may be ad- 
Auced in the Beginning, or brought in to conclude any 
Sermon or edify ing Diſcourſe, intended by the 8 Arn 4 
to promote Religion, and the Practice of” it; | thait | 
not ſpend Time at preſent, to trace their Connexion, 
either with the 1 or ſubſequent Verſes, but- 
© conſider them on y by themſelves, as affording 4 2 
a eien of Inſtructlon to Miniſters of the Golpel, h | 
to treat their Hearers. 7 ſpeak as to wiſe Mey, (ays 
our A pollle) judge Je (who aro 8 wy * * 
2.5 
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ſx. "Ine Wands then, you amy make tn rs: a 
Bac, The honourable Character that: the Apoſtt ber "I 

ſtows on his ie d n en eee Iſpaut 1 
as to wiſe Men. > 

dh, The valuable! Privil che readily grants them, e 

| as a Conſequent of this. Judge ye what I ſay, \ : 1 

Hrſt, We have here to notice, the honourable Cha- — 
racter that the Apoſtle beſtows on his Hearers. 4 Py 
ſpeak as to wiſe Men, to Men, to wiſe' Men. | 

To Men; the Term Man ſpeaks ſomething. great; | 
it carries an Idea of Reſpect alongſt with it, both in 
ſacred and profane Authors; and in the common 
Acceptation of Mankind, we all do know, that there 
is nothing more ordinary amongſt the meaneſt Sort of 
People, when treated indecently, or rudely, by their 
Superiors, or Equals, than to reſent it,-in-thoſe or the 
like Words, Iam a Man as you are, and therefore 

ought to be treated as ſuch ;' that is, with all due Re- 
ſpe&, as a Fellow creature of the ſame human Race. 
Nor was our Apoſtle wanting to his Audience in this 
piece ol Reſpect, for he conſiders them as Men poſſeſſed 
of the ſame — Nature with himſelf, and he 

ifled to act in a higher Sphere than the brutal World, | 

e Beaſts which periſſi: Nay more, to raiſe the Idea a 
little higher, he is content to treat them as wiſe Meu; + 
thar by an Argument taken from their diſtinguiſhing 
Place i in the Creation, he might engage them the more 
83 to the noble Purſuits of Religion, the Liſe 
of reaſonable Beings, T * ( ys he) as 10 wiſe 
Men. ; 

To wiſe Men; in the Greek it is but one Word, : 
dente, which the Latins render s, quaſy pro- {1 
widens, that is, Men who foreſee hings s before they | 
come to paſs, and act accordingly ; — their Way 
with Proteins: and Diſcretion : Hence Solomon tells 
us, That a prudent Man foreſeeth the Buil, and hideth J 
n! i. & from the apparent or approaching — jj 
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ſure is not a ſufficient one: But then it would be re- 


| nn is thus tranſtated in our Text; for it is taken in a 


But xii. 42. Mo is that faithful — Wiſe St 
|. a Word there is ge, the ſame with hat in 


ers to judge of what he had ſaid as above, or Was in- 
able to this venerable -Ghanadice. - . 
Audience, as deſerving this Character, is nat my Buſi- 


neſs to determine: It was ſufficient for his Purpoſe, 
as 1 take it, to conſider 2 as Men who had Powers 


aud Actions, (particularly in the Buſineſs of Religion. 


© their own * ſince God of his infinite Good- 
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Purpoſe Chap. xIv. Ver. IF. The My Aon oooh 
Well to bis going. Ar 
I readily grant, aber «be; Expreſton wie, or or wiſe 


fi 
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fi 
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1 
th 


Men, is ON ere us'd in Scripture in a criminal Senſe; If ; 


zularly in the firſt Chapter of this Epiſtle Venſe 20. 145 
Where is the Wiſe? i. e. the Man who boaſts. of his i} x 
Wiſdom, but gives no other Proof of it, which-co be 


mark d, that the Word there: in the Greek, is. gs 
which is frequently, if not always, taken in a bad Senſe, 
ui. for Men who call themſelves wiſe, but mean 


while act as Fools, that is, without Thought, or dut 70 


Conſiderat ion; and therefore don't deſerve that Epitket, 


i not to expoſe them for their Folly, . ns 


But it is otherwiſe as to the Word inthe 


good” Senſe in the ſacred Writing 3 in 


my Text; and this ſeems to be the Meaning of it 


likewiſe in chis Place, as one may learn from the. ſub- An 
ſequent Clauſe, in which the Apoſtle invites his Hear- 


ſtantly to deliver unto them; which was evidently the 
Province of a wiſe Man, ating . of ſome ane 


78 75 


Whether the Apoſtie conſidered: -every ame; I 


and Capacities given them of God to pondet and 
examine into the Importance of Things, when fairl/ I 
propoſed to them, for the regulating of their Lives Ius 


And if any of them were wanting to imploy their Mod, 
rational Powers, tor theſe excellent Purpoſes, it wa il 


nels, 


ha - 


/ 


5 4 65 970 tationg) and inte vent 
Natute. And therefore the. Apoſtle might juftly'& 
nder them as wiſe” Men, if not from their paſt 'Behy 
our; at leaſt to can them to à better Deportment f 
Time coming, by a Deſignation of Reſpect taken fron 
their farionat Meute as Men. 1 {peak (fays fg 
1 wife Men, that is, to Creatures of an exalt 

my d Natute, And who, if they are 1 —.— 
Lor chemſelves, and precious Concerns, will aff | 
15 as Men, as wiſe Mn. 150 

24%, We have here in the Ten a valuable Pririlege 
che, Apoſtle grants them as a neceſſary” Conſequende 
tom the forementioned Character, viz. an undoubted 
Right to judge for themſelves in Matters of Religion, 
Fudge whats T ſay. Fudge, i. e. exerciſe your 
ments, ' to ponder a older what I ſay. What 1 
have faid, ( as it is Nee to us in he 
ng Context) is capable of being examined by you, and 
perſuade my ſelf, that if you would but, as 
ed with Reaſon feriouly think of it, you muſt needs 
prove of it. « ſpoke this pious and good Man, 
ad eminent Apoſtle of the Gentiles ; and hereby open 
y difctaim'd all Dominion over Mens J 
And if he, who was a learned Perſon and inſpir d A 
polite,” grafp'd at no ſuch Privilege, or Preeminence 
wer his Chriſtian Brethren, much leſs farely ſhould 
voy Miniſter of Chriſt in theſe Times pretend to it, 
xho muſt own themſelves in many Reſpects his In- 
Words: So much then, tor the e prog of the 
Words. 
I proceed, to collier them more particularly, ond 
hall for this Purpoſe take up the Import of them in 
deſe two Obfervations, that to me ſeem to have s 4 


I. From the Apoſtles Manner f Added to 
bs Heaters, or the . honourable Defigy gnation he gives 
dem, I obſerve, That the beſt, and moſt proper Mes 
bod, which Miniſters of the 'Golpe' can take y "4 
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ut Foundation in the Text, And, Des 


* 


Aruct and edily their Pele is to ſpeak to them ag 

Men, as wiſe Men. Thus is was, that the” A 
conſidered his Hearers : I ſpeak ( ſaith he) as to wiſe 
Men ; and this is written for our Inſtrückion, that 
herein we may copy after him. 


II. From the Privilege that he grants them, and 

let me add, which he could not in Juſtice refuſe them, 

T obſerve, That every Man, every Chriſtian, Who is 

come to the Tears of Diſcretion, and full Exerciſe of 
their Reaſon, have an undoubted Right to judge, and 

ought to judge for themſelves, in Matters of Religion: 

Judge ye ( ſays the Apoſtle) what I ſay. hon 


*T intend, to conſider both- theſe Obſervations take 
from the Words, and ſhall begin with the laſt of them | 
firſt; for this obvious Reaſon, becauſe, if it ſhall f | 
appear upon an impartial Scrutiny, ( as I make no 
doubt it ſhall) that every Man has an undoubted * 
Privilege to judge for himſelf in religious Concerns, * 
when thro Maturity of Judgment they are become 7 
capable of doing it. This may convince any reaſon- 0 
able Man, that the beſt Way we can poſlibly take to 2 
inſtruct our People, either in the Principles of our holy 
Religion, or engage them to the Practice of it, is to 
ſpeak to them as wiſe Men, that is, in an argumentative 
Way, ſuited to their rational Nature ;, otherwiſe, how 
is it poſſible for them to. judge of what ſhall be ſaid 
This is the Reaſon why I chuſe to conſider the la 
Obſervation firſt, which I ſhall again repeat, that 
may have it the more diſtinctly before me, 
From the Privilege then that the Apoſtle moſt rea. 
dily grants, and which he could not in Juſtice retuls 
to his Audience, I obſerve this much, That ever 
Man, every  Cliriſtian, come to Years of Diſcretion 
and full Exerciſe of their reaſoning Faculties, have al 
undoubted Right to judge, and are obliged in Duty, 
to judge for themſelves in Matters of Religion: Fudge 
ye. ( ſays the Apoſtle ) what I ſay. And to what has 
Den already ſoggelied, en eden che Truth of hi 


F Man pretends to dictate to another in * Things, | 
: vice 
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clcarer Illuſtration of it. 


And %% The Truth of this Oblervation will in | 


be evident to us, if we conſider, that every Man 
d 


inferior Nature, 1 mean his temporal adoes; 


he may well give his Neighbour his beſt whem 
ask d, or offer it ab he ſees Occaſion, to point out his 
Duty to him, and ſer him right, when he obſerves 
him to be either ignorant of it, or negligent about it ; 
but after that, and having expreſſed this Piece of bro- 
therly Love and Chriſtian Chariry towards him, he 
leaves the Man to himſelf, to take, of refuſe the Ad- 


ee given him as he pleaſcth, This much that I have 


aſſerted; will not, I preſume, be called in Queſtion by 
any Man, who underſtands the Rights and Privileges . 
of Mankind in general ; nor indeed can it. And hence 
it will natively follow, that the ſame iindoubred Pris 
vilege, is the natural Right of, every Man in his reli- 
gious Concerns; for theſe are aſſuredly as much his 
perſonal, and proper Province in all valuable Reſpects as 
the other can be: Religion 1s evidently a perſonal Con- 
tern to every Man; his Soul's Happineſs, which is b 


far the better Parr, is beyond ail Controverſy concerned 1 


in ĩit; and what is perſonal to any Man, cipecially in a 
Thing of the greateſt Conſequente to him, can never 
in Juſtice be retus'd him: That is, to judge for him- 
ſelf, in a Matter upon which his rational and eternal 


: Happineſs docs manifeſtly depend. But 


 atlly, The Truth of this Obſervation will further 
appear, if we conſider, that every Man muſt render an 
Account of himſelf, and of his Conduct and Behaviour 
ja this Wold, to God the Judge of all, who will, for 
certain, reward him atcordingly; and render to every 
Man according to. bis Detds © To them who, by patient 
Continuance m Well-doing, ſeek for Glory, and Honour, 


J 4nd Immortality, eternal. Life, But unto them that 


1. 


BS darb 


1 1 3 
wit ebend, ib 0 ber b 3 
righteouſneſs, Indignarian, and Wrath, Tyibulation, 
and l every Soul of Man that dotb Evi] 
Rom. if. 6, 7, 13 9. And if this much is certain, 
both from natural and revealed Religion; why chen, 
- Ih all Reaſon, every Man muſt be od to judge | 
for himſelf in the Buſineſs of Religion, that by a pro- 
per Choice, and agreeable Practice, they may lay 15 
Store for re , a good Foundation againſt the 
— to 2 8555 that they may” Li bold” on eternal 
Life 
Rue that any Man can enge me to follow his 
Pickates, by a bling, or implicite Obedience, im the 
Concerns of Rel gion, he muſt be able to give me all 
LSE ne as to my final Happineſs ; that 
herein, 1 run no Hazard. But this much, tis im- 
pollible 7 give me, unleſs I be allowed to judge for 
ny ſelf: For granting he ſhould offer for my Seemity, 
to] > BY this 18. which is the uttermoſt he cati go, 
to pledge his own: Happineſs, to aſſure me of 
: 5 8 yet even this much cannot be ſuſtain'd ; for 
how can I, without exerciſing a Judgment of Diſcre- 
tion, ſatis, my elf, thãt ſuch a Subſtitution will be 
AC ecepted of God, as that of one Man in place of 'ano- 
ther, unleſs it conld be aſſerted, that every Method 
5 Religion, that any vain, or fooliſh Man can dictate 
to ahother, to render him acceptable to his Maker, 
190 meet for his heavenly Kingdom, is equally fafe, 
atid pleaſing to him: Which no Man, I preſume, will 
aſſert. Nay, even granting this Abſurdity, this would 
by | no Means dere this Truth I am lead 7, and 
_ Eontending for, I mean a Judgment of Diſcretion i 
the Buſineſs of Religion: For even, in this Cale, if T 
am obliged to follow out the Method he lays down, 
to obtain the Favour, and Enjoyment of God I muſt, 
of Neceſſity, imploy my rational Powers FI Ag 
them, to underſtand what ſuch a Man would have 


have me to know and — 
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er Salvation, in following his Freſcriptions. And 
it this much is ſurely requited of me, then by a Parity 
of Reaſon, wherefore ſhould I not exęrciſe my Judg- 
| Courſe for me to take; the one being no leſs ne- 
Cela than ee 1 1 $i 0 bf 
JI 0o conclude this Argument, then, ſince tis à Truth 
univerſally received, and evidently laid down in our 
holy Chriſtian, Religion, that God will bring. every Man 
umo Judgment, and render unto them according to the 
Deeds done by them in the Body; for this Reaſon, it is 
no leſs evident, that every Man has an undoubted Pri- 
vilege, to judge for himſelf in religious Matters, that 
be may give up bis Stewardſbip at laſt, with Foy, and 
not with Grief. And to what has been ſaid, I ſhall 
A third Conſideration, viz; That every Man has 


* 
IJ = 


Powers and Capacities given him of God, that he 
may judge for himſelf in religious Matters. That he 
has them, is evident, otherwiſe he would not be capable 
of Religion: And ſince he has them, he is obliged to 
exerciſe them, elſe to what Purpoſe were they given 
him? Were they beſtowed on him, ſhall we ſay, to 
be laid up in 4 Napkin, or to ly fleeping in a State of 

Inactivity 2. No, vexily, for an inſinitely wiſe Being, 
the Author of every good and perfect Gift, gives none 

of them in vain; but on the contrary, to ſerve a valu- 

able Purpoſe; And is it poſſible for any Man, to im- 

ploy his natural Faculties, his rational Powers, to a 

more valuable Purpoſe, than to judge what is proper 

and neceſlary. for him to know, and do, that he may 
ſerve his Generation here according to the Will of God, 

and be received at laſt into the Foy of bis Lord and 
Haſte Fl where he himſelf, and ſuch intelligent Crea- 
inted them by God, through all the Ages of an eter- 
Exiſtence; in which they ſhall be happy beyond all 
Thought and, Esprehten, eh then, for the 
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3 E PEFINER of his fil Seed, which ; pur- 
—_ i. poſed to Mlaſtrate, 
_  . And before I enter upon the Sead Obſervation 
_— from the Text, ' ſuffer me to draw two Inferences from 
it, one for you my Fathers and Brethren in the 1 | 
 _ - Miniſtry, and another for the People who are My; 
1 Hearers this Day. 
| ul 1. For che Miniſters of the Goſpel. Ano me 
ö muy Reverend Fathers, and Fellow-labourers in the 
. Work of the Lord, to propoſe, with all Submiſſion, a 
= | Leſſon for our Inſtructios from what has been ſaid. 
Is it the unqueſtionable Privilege of our People, to 
 *' Judge what we ſay to them, for their 8 5 
= Knowledge and Practice? Then, as a neceſſary Con 
ſequence this, it greatly imports us, to take heed 
— our ſelves, and our Miniitry; and to be very care- 
ful, that we deliver nothing to our People, but what 
ve are well aſſured are the precious Truths of God ; 
and every Way agreeable to the Goſpel ot dur Land I 
„ and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt : And when we do fo, we 
* need not to be afraid, or aſhamed, of what we deliver 
= unto them. Since they are allowed to judge of our 
|  Dodrine and Sermons; and wherefore ſhould they 
0 not? Let us take care, that they be ſuch in all valuable 
Reſpects, as will ſuffer an honeſt and impartial Trial 
of Judgment. Jam nos aſhamed (ſays the Apoſtle) of 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, for it is the Power of God unto Sal- 
vation, to every one that believeth, Rom. i. 16, And 
juſtly may every Mhhiſter of Chriſt, and Member of 
the Chriſtian Church, ſubſcribe his Approbation of 
this lofty Encomium of the Gofpel, who views and 
conſiders ir throughout, as delivered unto us by Chriſt 
himſelf, and his A poltles after him: Chriſtianity when 
repreſented | in its native Beauty, Purity and Simplicity, 
is a Religion that will ſuffer the moſt impartial and 
accurate Scrutiny ; and which is an Evidence of this, 
has been frequently tried, and ſtood its Ground againſt 
all the Atratks on its "my and avowed Adverſaries: ; 
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and neceſſary 


YI... 


"like Mount Zion, 85 ever, brine And ne | 


Marvel, ſeeing the - glorious and venerable Author of 


it was one ſent by , to inſtruct Mankind in the 


Knowledge of his Will: And when he'came into the 
World in Purſuance of this, gave them all _—_— | 
Proofs, that may ſatisfy any reaſonable 
Perſon, — be was a 7 wake come from God. 
chen, let us who are the - profeſſed Servants and Mini- 
ſers of Chriſt, adom- his Doctrine; not only by liv- 
to it, and regulating our Conyerſations by it, 
but likewiſe'in giving our People a plain and eaſy, 


| knowing what the Goſpel requires of them, they may 
ney it: And ſo doing, we may with all Confidence 

and. Boidnefũ appeal to our Heaters in the Words ok | 
| the Text, Fudge ye what I ſay. And to ſuch = 

Loet me addreſs my felf in the next Place; Mer ind 5 
Brethren, you fee i rid What has been faid, yor:' un- 
. doubted Privilege, viz. to judge for your-fel: 1 in 
Matters of Religion: And tits is ane 


it. - Nay more, we exhort you to fand faſt in 1 Li- 
"Jy which you have as Men and Chriſtians, and 
ought to preſerve and exerciſe. But then in conſe- 
uence of this ineſtimable Privilege, let me caution you 
the Apoſtle's Words, Gal. v. 13. Bret bron, ye have 
been called - unto Liberty, only uſe nos Liberty for an 


rational Mind, do it with Judgment, and the Spirit of 
Meckneſs and Charity ; ; and apply to your ſelves with 
Judgment, what you hear in our Sermons for your In- 
ſtruẽtion, that the Word preached by us may, through 
the Bleſſing of God on it, profit your Souls. And 
withal, ſince you are permitted to Judge of our Ser- 

mons, confider I intreat you, that we are Men as 
toll 6s you are, I mean compaſſed about with like 
Infirmities and Paſſions. as others are, which, as it 


8 


clear and juſt, full and true Repreſentation of it, that 8 


no Mind to take from you, nor can we in Ju Wer . 


— to the Fleſh. a. judging is an Act of the 
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neceſſary on your Part, that. you may not through our 
Ignorance or Inadyertency. be led aſide from the Pau 
of Truth and Righteonſneſs; ſo it ſhould oblige you, 
in Compaſſion to our Weakneſſes, to put the moſt 
— Conſtruction upon them that they will hear; 
Lowe; as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, will cover a Muititude of 
Infirmities'; and ſuch you ſee is our preſent State and 
Condition, that we need your Love and Compaſſion 
to 9 8 a Multicudp of them. And Charing. maj 
| _ proceed to a ſecond Ging * the Words 
taken from the Apoſile's Manner of Addreſs to his 
3» Hearers, or the honourable e he belton n 
them, which I gave you in theſs Words. 7200 
II. Obſervation, That the beſt and moſt. proper Me- 
thod which Miniſters of the Goſpe | can take to in- 
ſtruct and edify their People, is to ſpeak to them as 
Men, as wiſe Men. Thus it was that the Apoſtle con- 
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1 ſidered his Hearers, Tſpeak as ta wiſe Men; and this 
8 © © 36,pricten. for our Inftrudion, that herein We: 1 
11 N follow his Example. 

And to cltabliſh the Truth of this Obſervation, I 


ſhall lay before you in a few Particulars, what I pre- 
ſume will make it evident to us; from the many Advan- 
tages that follow upon it. And. 
1. When we ſpeak to our People as Men, 45 wiſe 
Men, we have this manifeſt Advantage by it, that. 
this is the moſt convincing Method (as I take it). to p 
all ure our People that we have, nay more that we can 
have, no baſe or bad Deſigns upon them: But on 
contrary, a ſincere Deſire to inſtruct them to —_— 
s  Edification. And in ſaying ſo, far be it from — 
1 think or inſinuate this much, that the A L. 
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| / Chriſt in theſe Bounds, or in this. national Church 

1 throughout, have any ſuch wicked Deſigns upon their 
People, I hope better Things of them; But chen thar 
1 there have been ſuch baſe and bad. Deſigns. amongſt 


gent, 


Mea veſted, wich 4 2 e eli 


0 


all the numerdus Orders of religious Wen amotiat 
them. Fray what were all the Divinations prackiled 


\ 
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dentz that it eajfihot be refaſed. Let üs but Took Yar: 
the Popiſh and Heathen Nations, even at this Day, 
and we mall fidd (which is Matter of, Lamentacſen) 


this very Thing which 1 have inſinuated, practiſed | 


amongſt the ancient Romans by their Augurs, taken 


from Mt Intrails of Beaſts after they were cut up, the 


cliattering, or ſinging, or flying of Birds; or. from the 
Appearances in Heaven, as Thunder, Lightning, 


Comets, and other Metcors, and the like; Tay, what 


Were all theſe and the like Divinations, bur. fo maß 


Tricks and Cheats put ton the poor unthinkiog cre- 


dulous People, to ſerve 


er own baſe and carnal De- 


* 
* 


| figns by them. And of the like Nature are thi 


) 


Popith Legends, at this Day, ſuch as their Purgatory, 


pretended Miracles, Pilgrimages, Progeſſions, Indul- 


. ; — * % 


who know very well how to ſerve their worldly Purpoſes 
by them, and make Merchandize of them to no ſmall 


r But I ſhall not further rake into theſe 


Things, becauſe T have nor Acceſs in this Place to do 
any Thing to explode thoſe pernicions Encroachments 


and Liberties of their Fellow- creatures, who might 


expect, and, to be ſure, deſerve better Treatment at 
their Hands. And beſides, this has been done of late 
Years by ſeyveral learned Pens, who have publiſhed theſe 
Things to the World; and ſome of them in this Mat- 
ter, Imuſt own, have even exceeded the due Bounds, 


moſt iuvidious Nepreſentations of all Clergy-men, as 


if there were never a Man amongſt us of Conſcience 
and Integrity: But, as I ſaid before, I hope berter 


— 


gemcies : ' Why, all theſe and the like Abominarionsare 
palm'd upon the Chriſtian World by a Set of Men, 


Things of che Paſtors of cls Church, with whom T _ 
reckon my felf more immediately concerned; how- 


of that Nature, gives me of Occaſion to pre- 

ſent you with this Remark, I nie 

22 can take to ſecure our ſelves from thoſe injudicious 
' and injurious Reflections thrown upon out -facred 

| Function in general, without making a proper Di- 
ſtinction berwixt the Innocent and Guilty, is ro ſpeak | 
do our People as Men, as wiſe Men; I mean, to inſtruct 
them in ſuch a rational Way, as that they may have 
Acceſs, if they will, to ſee and be ION that we 
have no ſelſiſh Deſigns upon them: ay, if we take 
into this Method, and hold on in it, it is utterly im- 
— 5 for them (if they will do us but Common 


the Judg- | 
ments and Conſciences | it - whom 
we labour in the Work of the Lord, muſt bear Teſti- 
mony to our Integrity and Uprightneſs, - when their 
Jdgment is addreſſed and applyed to in Matters of {| 
Religion, and made the Standard to tiy them by; h 
who is impoſed upon, after this, may blame himſelf, 
and has none clſe ſo much to blame as, himſelf, And 
this is one valuable Conſideration to eſtablim the Truch | - 
of our Obſervation taken from the Text ; and for this | 
Purpoſe, ler me recommend it to. your Practice. But | 
adly, To ſpeak to out People as Men, as wiſe Meri 
has this Advantage attending it, that in this Method 
of inſtructing them we have Aceeſs to make an Addreſs 
to the 13 the leading Faculty in the human 
Soul; I call it the leading Faculty, and juſtly, becauſe 
the Judgments of our Audience muſt be ſatisfied in a 
proper Method of Proof, before we can in reaſoti oblige 
them to give Obedience to what is required of them, 
be it either as to Faith or Practice, unlels we could, int 
| Juſtice, demand of them a blind or implicite Obedience 
to our Dictates, which has been already exploded, and 
moſt juſtly, becauſe ſuch an Obedience as this, is notf 
the Deed of a reaſonable Creature acting as ſuch, 2 
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that they may live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in this 
wont World; How can we diſcharge this ſo well? 


with Mens Judgments, and endeavour to be in», 
FACS under God, the Fountain of Light, to en- 
lighten their Minds, and enrich them with the Know- 


ledge of Salvation, that they may thine as Lights in 


the World? And when this is once done, thereafter, 


no 
and 


ueſtion, it will be proper for us to make a warm 


Springs of Action. And herein ſutely lies the great 
| Excellency of teaching to purpoſe, to reach, ſo far as we 
can, both the one and other of theſe, _ - 

And Fir, The Judgment, by a clcar and folid Con» 
viſion ot Truth: For, as God the God of Love re- 
quires to be worſbipped in Spirit and in Truth, and 58 
chooſes to engage his reaſonable Creatures to ſerve him 
with perfect Hearts and willing Minds, from a ſirm 
Perſuaſion i in their Underſtandings, that it is in it ſelf 
a proſitable Service for them, evidently deſign 'd and 
41 them by God to ptomote their true and 
laſting Happineſs. In Conſequence of this, choſe Men, 
to be ſure, are very much miſtaken, who imagine to 
convince their Audience of this, by addreſſing their 
Paſſions in the firſt Inſtance, and with ſome incoherent, 
but warm Expreſſions, putting their Blood and animal 


Fpirits into lotion. Is this a proper or probable Me- 
C thod 


a. how can we think ro do it at all, unleſs we be- = 


vent Addreſs to theit Paſſions, which are the N 
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5 „ 
cod to make Men intelligent and jedi Chriſtiar 
Or, are Men, who ate capable to be drawn to — 
Duty by the Cords of Love and Bands of a Man, to 
be violently forced into a Love of Virtue, by the ſtröng 
Efforts of the Voice and Lungs? Why, ſurely an Ad- 
drxeſs of this Nature to intelligent Beings, that has 4% 
little of Senſe and Judgment in it, would be altogether 
as ridieulous as a rational Application to Beaſts that 
are void of Reaſon; and therefore, in ſpeaking 40 
ien let us conſider them as ſuch, and when we have 
done what we could, by a rational App tian to 
their Judgments, to enlighten "their «Minds in the 
Knowledge of Chriſt and Duties of Chriſtianity, then, 
and not till then, there is Acceſs in a proper Merken 
to reach the Paſſions of our Audience. 

The Paſſions, tis true, may be rais d, aud pat into | 
ſome Emotion, previous to K clear and ſaristying Know- 
ledge of Divine Truths; but then, it is equally cer- 
tain that all that Warmth of Devotion, ae by 
it, is quickly over again, like a Brook in the Summer 

I that ſoon drieth up, or like the Morning Cloud and 
©  eatly Dew which paſſeth haſtily away. As Experienee 
teacheth, thus no ſooner almoſt does the Preacher ceaſe 
to act upon the Faſſions and Affections of his Hearers, 
but the Agitation is calmed again, and the Perſon, 
| Who ſeem'd to be in a Flame of Devotion, becomes in- 
ſtantly thereafter as dead and lifeleſs, as indifferent and 
luke warm in the Concerns of Religion as ever, and the 
Reaſon of this is obvious, becauſe his Flaſh of Devoti- 
on wanted a ſolid Foundation; and therefore, as we 

would reach "ths Paſſions of our People, and keep them 
fervent, that Feryor of Spirit muſt be excited from a 
clear Conviction, and firm Perſuaſion of Truths made 
evident to their Judgments ; which makes it neceſſary 
for every Miniſter of Chriſt to begin with the -Judg- 
ment, that hereby he way reach and touch the Paſſions 
of his 3 with. all all Manner ol. 1 to 
keep 
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keep, — in Mall- doing. ballet — 
always abounding in the Work of the Lord, whick is 
required ef 2 that they may attain the End of 
heir Faith, the Saluation of their Suuls ; and therefore, 
as we wiſh and tender the Salvation of their Souls, it 
greatly imports us to give into this Method of — 
dur People, that our Labours may not be in uain; that 
is, let us conſider them as Men, as reaſonable Bei DSS, 
and ſpeak: to them as ſuch, Thus did our Apoſtle i in 
my Text, 1 {peak (ſays he) as to wiſe Men; and 
herein, my Brethren; let us follow the Example of this 
good and great Man; for we cannot, tis certain, take 
a better Method of doing it, I ſay, a better Method, 
to repreſent to our People the Beauty and Excellency of 
our holy cnriſtian Religion, and convince them that 
— whole of it is a true and faithful Saying, wort hy of 
their Acceptation; ſo that if they but Te attend, 
and nt ger due Attention to our Sermons, they may be T 
ready always to giue an Anſwer to every Man that 
acketh them 4 Reſon of the "Hops that is n them, 
1 Per. iii. 15. But further, 
3dh, To addreſs our People as Men, as | wiſe Men, 
| hav this peculiar Excellency i in it, that ir gives us Oc- 
caſion to take. hold of their rational and dignified Na- 
ture, which is a proper Means to raiſe, and keep up in 
their Minds a ſuitable Idea of themſelves; and conſe- 
quently is a noble Expedient to oblige them to act as 
uch. It is evidently true, that ſo long as Men conſider 
themſelves as reaſonable Beings, as Creatures, who are 
fearfully aud wonderfully made, and curiouſly. t. 
to hold a diſtinguiſhing Place in the Creation, nay, in 
Honour and Dignity plac'd but 4 little lower than the 
Angels, thoſe Miniſters of Light; their Actions, 
conſequent upon ſuch a View of the Glory and Ho- 
nour conferred: upon them, muſt of courſe be ſome Way 
2 it; for a juſt Regard to that will keep 
them from degrading themſelves, and proſtituting 
heir Souls en Laſs . war N the Lay « 
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” | ods Aid one, whe we obſerve! any wa 
our Fellow-creatures employing themſelves in ele | 


Creatutes above us, I mean thoſe exalted and glorious 
Spirits in the heavenly Kingdom, who excel in Wil- 


a moſt pure and perfect Spirit, and one infinitely above 
them all, for who in Heaven may be compared with 


numerous Sons of the Mighty may once be likened unto 
bim; be, and he only is the firſt and beſt of Beings, 
the Beauty and Perfection of the whole Univerſe: I 


8 r 43 * - - * 
. 0 9 


3 . 
ee 
7 


— * . — wü: . N 
; * 


Bounty and Goodneſs of our eternal King, it cannot 
reaſonably be ſuppoſed that ſuch Men will fink their 
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moſt 


unworthy of a Man, we readily conclude,” and 


july, that in ſo far they- have torgorren that they are 


"The Term Man, as I hinted. before, FRO e 


thing great, both in the Sound and Idea of it; "Tis 


true, I grant, when we lift up our Thoughts to the 


dom and Knowledge, and eſpecially to God himſelf, 2 


the Lord, the Lord of Angels, or who amoneſt all the 


fay, upon ſuch a View as this, we muſt of Courſe fink 
down to the Duſt, becauſe our Foundation is in the 


Du, and cry out, What is Man that is born of a Mo- 


man, born ſo lately into the World, and knoweth fo 


little whilſt in it? Why, ſurely in his beſt Eſtate bur 
an inconſiderable Creature made of Duſt, and muſt 


return to it, the Place from whence-be came. 
But then, when we look down to the numerous 
Claſſes and Ranks of created Beings that are evidently 


plac'd below us, we may look upon ourſelves as the 


Chicf and Maſter-picee of God's Workmanſhip in this 


lower World, — of Purpoſe to celebrate the 
Praiſes of our Almighty Parent, to be unto him a 


Name, and Praiſe, and Glory. And ſo long'as we do 
advert to that exalted Station we are — in by the 


Actions, I had almoſt ſaid their Natures, into that 


of the Brute. For 4 right Senſe of the Dignity of hu- 


man Nature, as - Experience teacheth, 


2 
2 . and is e 
ative from every: Thing that is baſe, mean, rl, and 

eruly diſhonourable: to human * | 
We all know, that 
their Word of Honour, as it is called, is accounted 
by them a — that when they paſs it to 
0 


any Man, t 


that honourable Deſignation, who violates his Promiſe 
confirm d with ſuch a ſolemn Tie; and tho” every Man, 

tis true, has not the Honour of a Gentleman to loſe, 
yet, nevertheleſs, there is no Man, no not the meaneſt 
and pooreſt in the World, when conſidered as a Man, 

but has Honour to loſe, I mean the Honour and Dig- 
| Nity of a-rcaſonable Being, and, which follows upon 


that, the Honour that cometh from God, the Fountain 
pineſs, which ſhould ever be pte - 


15 Honour and Hap 
eious unto them; and ſo long as they give all 
to preſerve the one and ſecure the other, every 


igence 
an of 


good Seuſe and true Diſcernment will eſteem them; 


and which is yet more, God himſelf will love them 
and honour them; and what wy he not expe whom 
the: King honours? —_ 

Beſides, what is it; in proper ſpeaking, chat denami- 


nates us Men, and entitles us to the Honour of our 


dignificd Natures, but reaſonable Actions, flowing 
trom a well. informed Judgment, and managed with 
Wiſdom and Diſcretion, Actions that have a natural 
to promote the Glory of God, our own 


whom we are — to love and reſpect. Theſe are 
che only ſufficient Proofs of an intelligent Being. And 


engage Men to ſuch virtuous Actions, to approve them- 


as Men, chat ſo far as this Argument will have 
„ eee 


— af Nan 


ure the Performance of a Promiſe made 
to my he is look d upon afterwards as unworthy. of 


— and the Happineſs of our Fellow- creatures, 


 Mnce 1 * is evidently our Province (my Brethren) to 


{elves Men, let us, in ſpeaking to them, conſider them 
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We are: amid tis true, with! a co- 
jou and perſuaſive Arguments beſides this, to induce 
and conſtrain M. to enter upon a Lite of Faith and 
Holineſs ent upon it, taken from the Goodneſs 
of God manifeſled in a moſt ſurpriſing and aſtoniſhing 
Manner to periſhing Sinners; the Love of a Redeemer, | 
bo loved us and gane himſelf for ar, died the Faſt for 4 
the unjuſ; and which is the Reſult of both tneſe, 4 
heavenly Kingdom in reſerve for us, where eternal Peace 
and Loye, Joy and Gladneſs, Order and Harmony ſhall 
take Place, and Glory in PFerlection reign triumph- 
ant; in which happy Place we ſhall receive Beauty for 
Aﬀſpes, the Oilof Foy for Mourning, aud the Garments 
of Praiſe for the Spirit of Heavineſs. Theſe, yen all 
theſe, are conſtraining Arguments that have had Weight, 


and will have Influence upon reaſonable Brings, till Lime 


ſhall ceaſe, and be ſwallowed up in Eternity; I mean 
ſo long as they continue to act as ſuch. But with chels, | 
and together with them, let us ever improve the Dig- 
nity of Mens Natures, as a powerful and preſſing Argu- 
ment to oblige them to a manly and Chriſtian Deport- 
ment; for ſo long as they aſſume the Name, we have 
Hold of them ſome Way by the Dignity of their Na- 
tures, and may warrantably,. and with promi 
ceſs, urge them from thence, to wallt worthy o 
Name, and diſtinguiſhing Place in the C. 3 
Unto you O Men I call (ſays the Preacher) and my 
Voice is to the Sons of Me, Pro. viii. 4. 
Nay, rather than loſe the , Man, o long as: e's 
can poſſibly keep Hold of him, let us — him and 
fix him to his reaſonable Service, 


a 'Thing that 
is ſome Way connected with the Digriity 


their 


of / his ratio 
nal Nature; ; man Shame, © which God, a Being of 
infinite Wi has implanted, and deeply ingraven 
into his Nature, to be a Barrier or ſtrong rene 
from Vice and Wiekedneſs. And if 0 U. they hap- 
pen to forget, chat they are Men (as alas too too 


: _ do ) pray let us ſend them back, as it were, to 
| put 


bella 
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— * what doth"the Lord +6 
juſtly, and to loog' Mercy, Ads 1 


e 7 
rhietrdiſtinguithing Badge of Honour. 

ved thee; O Man, {Ti e ork what'ts 
bee, but 10 ds 


rmbly with = 
Cod, Micah vi. 8. Here is your Duty, this is your Sera 

vice appointed ou by an infinitely | wiſe and good Be- 
ing, who is Lord over you ; and it is evidently a reaſo. 
nabſe Service, and will you needs neglec̃t it to turn a- 


ſide into crooked Paths, into thoſe Ways that lead 


down” to the Chambers of Death? Be aſt on iſniꝰd at this 
ye Heavens! And bluſh thou glorious Sun in the Fir- 


mament at it, which never declines from his appointed 


Courſe ! Shall the Ox know his Owner, and the dutt 
and ſtupid Aſs his Maſter's Crib > And ſhall Man, 
a Creature form'd after the Image of his God, and un- 
der ſuch endearing Obligations ro him. for his dignify'd 


Place in the Creation, forget his God; the God 


of Love, and caſt his Laws behind him, that are eyi- 


dentiy holy, juſt and good? Is this to act as 


Men, that were made for the Pleaſures of Religion in 
this Life, and the more perfect and conſummate Joys 
of it-in the future and ſucceeding one? In this your 


unworthy Choice, to ſay no leſs, you ſhame the Man, 


and' ſhould never, never, mention that Name, or take 
it up in your Lips, till you are more deſerving. of it. 
Pardon es this; I ſpeak it to your Shame, and to 


put y6u to an open Shame, that henceforth you may 


renounce the hidden Things of Dithoneity, that the' 
Shame of your Nakedneſs may no longer appear; the 
Night is far ſpent, and the Day is at Hand; the Day 
of eternal Light and Glory, in which all good and 
— Men ſhall ſhine with a beautiful Luſtre, in the 
ingdom of their Father, ſhine there in his Preſence 
for erer and ever: Pray then caſt off the Works of 
Darkneſs, and put you on the Armour of Ligblt. 

If it be a Shame, as the Apoſtle has it elſewhere, 
for a Woman to want her proper Ornaments, or for 
3 long: Hair, tho” there wn, 
| C 


3 


N 
A, 
; 
3K 


' wherewith the Day ſpring from on High bas viſited us; 
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rural Dependence one upon another; this. is wot only 
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1 "UT to the Judgment to fix its e is 


chat is ſaid, which is abſolatcly neceſſary to the having - 
them rightly inform'd ; but further is of ſpecial Uſe-. 
tullneſs likewiſe to the Memory i in esl of Things, | 


and calling them to Remembrance afterwards ; becauſe 


one Part of a well digeſted and connetted Diſcourſe 
Will (like a Clew in a Lahr ) lead Men on to ano- 
«ther ; and thus, if we can but remember one Pat rt of i 
that one will bring. many others again to Min And 
conſequently, if it is our Intention in ſpeaki Things 
to our People, that they may be en y them, 
and dwell. richly i 4 them 1 in all Wiſdom and Under- 
ſtanding, to make th eee of God perfect, throughly 
furniſhed unto every goo Word 401 Work (which 
every one mult grant; ) This very Thing ſhould com- 
mend a rational Way of teaching unto us. Nor wil! 
our Audience be the only Perſons who ſhall reap con- 
ſiderable Improvement by this: For, 
Such a Method of ranging our Sermons will be of 
no {mall Benefit to our ſelves likewiſe, both in the com- 
poſing of them, and fixing of them in our Memories, 
as a Nail in a ſure Place, and conſequently make us at 
once more lr and accurate, more exact and pointed 
in delivering of them to our People, which, as every 
one knows, does greatly add to the Beauty and Excel- 
lency of any Diſceurſe, whatever be the Subject of 
1 "cog it either civil or religious, moral or political. 
Such a Method as this will be of Gngular Advan- 
tage to us, the Miniſters of the Goſpel, in forming oux 
Sermons for the Publick ; for he who handles and con- 
ſiders his Subject, in a rational Way, one Thing will 
naturally lead his Thoughts to another, and {ſo on 
ll the Subject be ſome Way exhauſted, and placed in 
2 proper Light, for his Audience to receive it, and 
view it with Pleaſure and Advantage, like a regular 
ES where every Thing being placed in its due 
, becomes not un charming to the Beholder, 


bus 
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bar dds greatly aſſiſt them aſterwads to ddl 
it at Pleaſure; ; or like a Mariner at Sea, who fails by 
his Compaſs, and, by Means of it, diſpatches his in- 
tended Voyage with greater Pleaſure and Safety to him- 
ſelf, and more ſucceſsfully than he could poſhbly have 
done without it, 

; Whereas on the other Hand, the Man who prinei- 
cipally aims in his Diſcourſes, to gather up ſome pretty ? 
| Sentences or beautiful Expreſſions, rogarniſh, or illuſt- 
rate his Subject (like ſo many Flowers in a Gatden' } 

Without any cloſs Connexion, will be very much at a 
Loſs many Times, both in finding them out, or at leaſt to 
know which of them to put down firſt, when i * K. hap- 
pens that they croud in themſelves upon his Mind. 
And thus, like an unskilful Builder, he — 1 not which 
of his Matterials to take firſt ; or, like a Man in 4 
Wood full of Trees, ſoon bewilders himſelf, And thus, 
after much Fatigue and Toil, in laying a great many | 
Things together, let them be ever ſo pretty in them- 

| ſelves, in regard there is but little or no Connection a- 
mongſt them, they may well tickle Mens Ears, like a 

 tinkling Cymbol or ſounding Braſs, they will never 
eaſe a judicious Hearer, or profit others, that may 
2 like them, to their proper Edificatin. 
Beſides, ſuch a Method of Inſtruction as this, to ſay 
no leſs, is not a proper one to eſtabliſh any Man i in the 
Grounds and Principles of our holy Chriſtian Religion, 
and convince them that it is come from God, and e- 
very Way worthy of him, or enable them in a rational 

Way to contend by Argument tor the Faith which 

was once delivered to the Saints; and therefore, as it 
ought to be our great Concern to pleaſe our People, 
and only to pleaſe them to their Edification, and this 
that 1 have mention d being the moſt proper and 


; 


promiſing Method to do it by, let us mind i it, and ob⸗ 


ferve it. Nay, 
This will afford us the moſt ſolid Satiabackieh via 


We come to. review and read over the Sermons we have 
preached 


I 


4 


(43. 
preac 5 to out Pate How will it pleaſe u. us, upon 
an impartial Scrutiny unto them, to find that they 
have been rational and convincing? to find/ that 
Truths and Doctrines have been candidly examined 
by us, to place them in a proper Light for our People, 


faction, as being true and faithful Sayings, and that - 
we have delivered nothing to them, that any good and 
pious Man need to be aſhamed of? Thus the A poſtle 

| | ſpeaks of himſelf, 1 Cor. ii. 4, 5. My Speech and my 
3 was not with enticing Words of Man's Wiſ- 
dom, but in Demonſtration of the Spirit aud of Power, 
that your Faith ſhould not ſtand in the Wiſdom of Men, 

. © but inthe Power of God. This is the Way that any 
; prudent and thinking Man will readily take to ſatisfy 

- himſelf of the Truth and Excellency of that Religion 
which he profeſſeth to believe, and by which he hopes 
to be ſaved at laſt. And is it poſſible then to give into 
a better Method ro faristy others n it? 1 pre- 
ſume we cannot. g 
And withal, [RY a Method as this now Sende | 
will be of no ſmall Advantage to us likewiſe in com- 
mitting our Sermons to Memory, and treaſuring them 
up there, to be ready for us afterwards upon all proper 

. Occaſions ; which is a Conſideration that deſerves our 

| Regard, eſpecially ſince the beſt and moſt enlarg?d of 
-them are ſo weak and frail at preſent, that they do need 
the A ſſiſtance of every Thing that can be of any Nian- 
ner of Uſe unto them. Thus I have in a few Parti- 


* culars eſtabliſhed and confirmed the Truth of our 


Obſervation from the Text, and ſhewed you ſome of 
the many Advantages attending It. 

It now remains, that I deduce a few practical Infe- 
kences from what has been ſaid. And Fir, For our 
Inſtruction, who have it in Commiſſion to preach the = 
_ Goſpel of Chriſt. to others: And next, For the _ 


ho are our Heu th, ale ooo tne? A ale 
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that they might receive them with Safety and Satiſ- 
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1 * In the e 2 me my Bebaeus Fa- 
5 thers and Brethren, with all the Diſcretion that be- 
comes my Standing in the Miniſtry, and yer with all 
the Beldnele ard Freedom that pertains to my ſacred 
Function, to improve-whar has been ſaid. for. our In- 
Arocrion, in a ſed Particulars. 
And 1. Is it our Duty to addreſs our people as 
Mien, as wiſe Men; ind is this the beſt and moſt 
per Method we can take to inſtru& and edify them? 
hen hence we may obſerve this much, that no Man 
has any juſt Canſe-to condemn or declaim againſt 
Reaſon, much leſs any Miniſter of Chriſt; nor will 
any wile Man do it, f. e. who conſiders well before 
Hand, and duly adverts to what he ſpeaks: For it is 
3 Reaſon, the 147 and exerciſing ofit, that makes us 
Kapable to ſpeak as Wiſe Men, and to our People as 

"ſuch ; and is it, or can it in any juſt Senſe be reckoned | 

hu Diſparagement, or accounted a Detriment either to . 
them or us to be called Men, or to act as wiſe Men f 
_Nay, what is it, in proper Speaking, that makes one 
Man, or ſome Nations, ſo much to excel many others of 
them in Knowledge and Wiſdom, in Arts and Sciences, 
put the cultivating and improving of that noble Fa- 
culty to better Furpoſe: Their Natures are the ſame, 
their Souls are alike; but as Grounds improven or ne- 
glected. tho” in themſelves equally good, will make a 
very conſiderable Difference betwixt them, ſo is it 

| *yidently i in this Caſe. What Occaſion then has any 

Man to decry Reaſon, ſince it is that very Thing, which , |. 

Conſtitutes us Men, that qualifies us for Company and | 
"Converſe with them; and the proper Improvement of 

which makes one Man, i in the ſame Nation or Family, 

o much to excel many others around him. And 
beſides, when through any Accident or Diſeaſe we 
come to be deprived of the Exerciſe of it, is it not, alas, 
tod tod evident, "that we fall into a moſt miſcrable i 


-Fh? LS > £ TH "4 n 


? 


E 


I 


a 
WW 
4 
5 


Condition, and become the proper Objects of Pity and 


Compaſſion t to every one that bcholds us ? ? | Nay, 
1 oy fb e = 1 | Such 
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Such and ſo many are the Benefits we have by one 
Reaſon, as a diſtinguiſhing Gift of God to Mankind, 
doubt, to our reaſonable Powers that we can look 
up to thoſe Heavens above us, and ſurvey them with 
the utmaſt Pleaſure, or caſt our Eyes abroad, and con- 
template the ſpacious Tracts of Land and Seas about 

us, and obſerve. in all and every one of theſe ſtupendu- 
ous Works, the Wiſdom, the Power and Goodneſs of 
God; the Warkmanſhip I ſay of a Being, who is 
wonderful in Counſel, and excellent in working. Had 
we not Reaſon to diſcern his eternal Power and G A- 
head, in the viſible Frame of the ſurrounding Creatic 
the Heavens above us, and other Parts of the vaſtly 
extended Univerſe, could never declare unto us, as 
they do, the Glory of God, and convince us, that he 

8 who built all Things is God But what do I ſay, 
It is Reaſon, even in our fallen and benighted State, 
call it wretched, or by whatever Name Men pleaſe, 
that renders us capable of Religion, and the exalted 
Pleaſures of it. And what is Religion pray? if we 
would but form to our ſelves a clear and juſt Notion 
of it, but Mens living according to the Dictates of 
Reaſon, enlightned, directed and influenced by a Di- 
vine Revelation from God the Fountain of Light and 
Truth. Hence it is called by our Apoſtle, A reaſon- 
able Service, Rom. xii. 1. and very juſtly, being 
adapted to our reaſonable Natures, and cultivated by 

an infinitely wiſe Governor to perfect our Natures, and 
promote their true and laſting F elicity. „ | 
What Occaſion therefore has any Man to diſparage 
Reaſon ? Shall we do it, let me ſuppoſe, to exalt Di- 
vine Revelation, and- eſtabliſh the Neceſſity of it? We 
need not; for whoeyer conſiders Things aright, will 
evidently ſee that theſe two are nowiſe oppoſite to one 
another. Revelation is a Guide to our Reaſon, to en- 
lighteu our Minds in the Kuowledge of God, and the 
Way to Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt ; and 'tis our Rea- 
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4on that tenden us pale of receiving and embracing 
this Divine Revelation. That we need duch a 4 
tion is evident; and that we have it, (bleſſed be God 
for it) is no leſs certain. But then it js no leſs true, 
tthat we mult imploy our Reaſon, to aſſure us, that 
phat is Io called comes from God; and when in the 
Exerciſe of our Reaſon, we have- fully ſatisfied our 
felves upon the 3 Proofs and . ſet before 
us, that it is really ſuch, and hereby ſecur d our ſelves 
from Cheats an Impoſtors, our Reaſon is ſtill of 
Dſle to us to underſtand it; nay, without this, in ſhoxt 
it could be of no Manner of Uſe _ us, more chan i 
* to the Beaſts which periſn. Nr 

I >To conclude this Head, No Man by — 3 he 

I can poſſibly advance againſt this precious and valuable, 

"nay, ineſtimable Gift of God to Mankind, can A 
It; for if he ſpeaks to the Point, and argues juſtly, he | 
manifeſtly eſtabliſhes 'ir : But if not, and from what I”. 
has been ſaid it is evident he cannot do it, then no 
wiſe Man will regard it. My Brethren, ſince we att 
here directed to ſpeak to our Heaters as wiſe Men, let : 
us beware of declaiming againſt that precious Gilt ol 1 
God, that renders us capable n AY to chem as 
fach. oP 
A. Are we Geke to ſpeak to our eme « as 25 
. en ? Why then, let us ſhow our ſelves Men, Men 
Judgment and Underſtanding ; for he, whoſe Pro- 
- Vince it is to ſpeak to wiſe Men, muſt not himſelf be 
| "either a Fool or a Novice, that the Miniſtry be not, 
blam'd, or brought into Contempt. Our ſacred 
Function requires a conſiderable Meaſure of ſolid 2 8 
ment and true Diſcernment, to diſcharge it to Purpoſe 
If in any Office Judgment is neceſſary to manage it to 
Adyantage, much more ſurely in this, in which the 
Glory of God, the Honour of the Redeemer, and Sal- 
vation of Mens Souls, are ſo nearly concerned; _ 


0 cherefore the Ma of God had need to be Fe,. * 
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fur as poſſibly he can attain it, and Bly Grrtiifbind 


apt #0 teach, 1 
Now all Teaching evidently ſuppoſes the Knowledge 
| of that which” they are to communicate or impart to 
others, ar leaſt it requires it; for how can any Man 
pretend to teach others the Knowledge of that, where 
of he himſelf is grofly ignorant? This would be juſt 
das good Senſe, as if one blind Man ſhould offer to 
lead another, whereby both of them muſt needs fall in- 
to the Ditch; and therefore, ſince we are appointed 
of God to be Guides to others, in the Way to eternal 
Happineſs, it concerns us, you ſee, to be full of Light 
and Knowledge, particularly and eſpecially of the holy 
Seriptures, that from thence we may ſhew them the 
Way to Liſe, and lead them in the Way everlaſting, 
that from thence we may be furniſhed to feed the Flock 
of Chriſt, - which he hath purchaſed with his own 
Blood, and give to every one of them their Portion of 
Neat in due Seaſon, and ſpeak a Word in Seaſon to 
And as all true Knowledge is acquired by us in 
this preſent State of Things with much Cate and Toil, 


anto every good Work, that he may be 


Labour and Diligence, Searching and Digging, for „ 
herein as much as in any Thing elſe, the Hand of the : 


I Diligent maketb rich; let us therefore, my Brerhren, 
give all true Pains'to be well acquainted with the whole 
Will ot God revealed to us in the holy Scriptures, that 
it may dwell richly in us in all Wiſdom and Underſtand- 


GW”: 


ing; for this muſt be a Lamp to our Feet, and a Light © 1 
io our Path. This is what we are called to explain to 
eur People, that they may diſcern the Things that 
- If differ, and approve the Things which are excellent; 
und, as was hinted before, we cannot pretend to do 
it to them, unleſs we our ſelves underſtand it: Here- 
in rhetefore, let us ſhew our ſel ves to be Men of Judg- 
nent, Men that can obſerve and take up the Spirit and 
d. Deagn of a Parable or proverbial Saying, (of which 
4 bot Ä dtd ans ang 1 


* Paints, that ate orcign. tc 
8 Men that can diſcern a figurative. Expreſſion, i 
from a literal one, (of which there are not a few- in 
the ſacred Volumes) and know how to give it its true 
and proper Import; Men who make a. proper Di- 
ſtinction betwixt a poetical Bock (of which there are 
ſeverals in our Bibles) and one that is written in 4 
more eaſy and obvious Stile. In the firſt, as every ong 
knows there are many Flights of Language and loſty 
Expreſſions to beautify the Poem, that muſt be con- 
ſidered with Judgment and proper Allowances ; 
whereas in the laſt, every Thing i in- the Language is 
more plain and ſimple, and leſs ſiable to lead us into 
Miſtakes. Men that are ſome Way acquainted with 
the ancient Cuſtoms of thoſe Times in which the Scrip- 
tures were written, to which there are frequent Al- 
luſions in ſacred Writ. And foraſmuch as God (in 
his kind Providence) has favoured us in thoſe Days 
with many excellent Helps to underſtand theſe Things, / 
let us give all Diligence to improve them accordingly; 
that we may go before out People in the Way of Un- 
derſtanding, and not like Children play with Words, 
and offer to, explain them, before we know the Mean- 
ing of them; tor this, and the not adverting-to it, has 
made ſeveral Teachers to ſpeak inconſiſtentiy with 
themſelves at Times, and no leſs ſo * the eee 
Oracles. 
And withal, let us give Proof chat we are. « wiſe Mon; 
Men who are well acquainted with the Truths 2 
Doctrines, the Laws and Statutes, the Privileges and 
Promiſes of the Goſpel ; and, in one Word, with the |: 
Spirit and Life, the noble Deſign and Intend ment o 
our holy Chriſtian Religion — the Religion 
us by the bleſſed Jeſus, the eternal and well- 
beloved Son of God, who taught as never Man taught: 
A Religion that teacheth us, and giveth us Occaſion 
to teach others, that Ungodlineſs and worldly 
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& many others, which * muſt heighten our 


the glorious appearing ; of the grea God, and our Save 
our Feſus Chriſt, guns bimſelf for us, that le 

might redeem us from all Iniquity, and purify unto bim 
bf 4 peculiar People zealous of good Works. Theſe 
ings, my Brethren, Jet us font. and exbort, and 


"-_ bs, who, when bis Lord cometh, be fhajl find (6 
for they ſhall enter into the Foy of their Lord and 
Moſer, and be for ever with the Lord. 
3. Are we to inſtruct our People as Men, as wiſe . 
Hen? Then let us who are Teachers of others ſhew 2 
ſelves wiſe Men too, that is, lire and act as ſuch; 
that winneth Souls is wiſe: And-ſinee this is ere dhe 
our Province, who are placed in the Church by the 
great and chief Shepherd to watch for Mens Souls, as 
they that muſt give Account; let us mind it, * : 
_ may do it with Soy, and not with 
And foraſmuch as the wiſe and regular, ploas and holy, 
| prodent and upright, loving and chriſtien Deportment 
of « Miniſter, is one Thing that is of fpeciat Uſeful- 
tels, and has great Influence upon his People to engage 
them to walk as becometh rhe Goſpel: Let us, my 
dear Brethren, as we wiſh the Succefs of the Goſpel a- 
mongſt our People in the Salvation of their Souls, I 
ſay; let us, in the whole of our Miniftry, ſhew that 
we are Men of God, and be good Exampl s of the 
Believers, in Word, in Converfation, in Charity, in 
Spirit, in Faith, in Purity; this, chis, through the 
Bleſſig of God, wil give ife and Spirit to our Ser- 
* mous, and fc chem home upon the Conſciences of our 
People with fingular Advantage. Nay, unleſs our Lives | 
with our Sermons, and both be dire&ed to 
2dorn'the Doctrine of God our Saviour, we can nei- 
rheir expect to be ſucceſsful in the Work of the Lord, 
not found faichful at laſt ; and conſequently muſt loſe 
our own Souls, and be juſtly chargeable with the Blood 


M i- 


 #ebuke with all Aurbority; and bleſſed ſhall that Ser- Lo 
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Miſery and Anguiſh in the future State, beyond that of 
other Men, who had no ſuch Charge committed to them. 
8 We ſerye a good Maſter, the glorious and ever re- 
naouned Captain of our Salvation, the Firſt-born and 
| Heir of all Things, one in whom all \Fulneſsd wells 
who therefore can, and has graciouſly promis d that he 
will reward our Services of Love, in promoting his Honour 
and Glory in the World, and we are engag'd' in a 
good Work, the Salvation of Mens Souls; let us, 
therefore ſtudy, by all Means, to be faithful to both, 
that we may ſave our own Souls at laſt, and have many 
to be our Crown of Rejoicing iu the Day of the Lord, 
for they that turn many to Rigbteouſusſs ſhall ſpine as 
the Stars. for ever and ever, and receive 4 Croum of 
_ Righteouſneſs from their righteous Lord, ho io deth 
Righteouſneſs ; and thus our Labours ſball not be in vain, 
iu the Lord. If any Man -ſerag me (ſays Chriſt) him 
will my Father honour, - John xii. 26. And 
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wiſe Men, then it greatly imports us, who have under- 
taken this Office, to excel in Wiſdom, for this is pro- 
firable to direct: And ſince we are Men, Men of 
Yeſterday, and know but little, Men of like Paſſions 
and Infirmities, and ſubjected by the Curſe of a broken 
Law, to the ſame Weakneſſes and Frailties of human 
CE. Nature with others; it is evident to a Demonſtration, 
that we need the Wiſdom from above to inſtru& us to 
| win Souls to Chriſt, and eſpouſe them to this bleſſed: 
Bridegroom of Souls, as chaſte Virgins. - Let us there- 
fore, and for this Purpoſe, frequently and-fervently ap- 
y. ourſclves to God the Fountain of Wiſdom ane 
nowledge, that in his Light we may ſee - Light, to 
| guide us into all. Truth. F any of you lack Wiſdom. 
1 5 (ſays James, and who of us does not) let him ask- of 
=. God, that giveth to all Men liberally; aud upbraideth- 


not, and it hall be given bim. And ſince our [gracious - 


nd ” 


God has promis'd to give this much liberally to. other 
Men, upon their ſincere Application to him tor it, he: 


4 
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Zaſtly, Are we directed to ſpeak to our People a „ 
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vill not d ſurely to give" "it w PE Miniſters 
of Chriſt, when they cry to him for it; for de knows onr = 
Frame, the Importance of our Wotk, and that we of 
_ our ſelves are inſufficient for it. Whatever ye ſhall au 
the - Father in ny Name (fays Chriſt) be wil give it 
you; ask and 9e Mall receive, that your Foy may be full, 
„John xvi. 23 24. He that loved us, and gave bim- 
if for” as, loved us, and hath fent us upon this 
_ Errand; will afſuredly ſupply our Wants out of his 
EFullneſs, according to his Riches? in Glory by Jeſus ® 
_ Chiriſ Let this then be one of our Petitions ns Requeſts 
at the Throne of: Grace, that the God of all Grace would 
blefs us, and enrich our Minds with heavenly and Di- 
vine Wiſdom to direct us in ever Part of our miniſte- 
rial Function. And may God cven our God, whoſe wwe 
urs, and are bound to ſerve, bleſs us with it, and Wit h al 
other ſpiritual: Bleſſmgs in heavenly Places in Chriſt | 
4 12 that out of bis * we may receive, and. 
race for Grace. 
I come now in che laſt Place to ſpeak a few: Things 
by who ate my Hearers. And. 
ft, Do we ſheak to you as Men, it is that you 
live as ſuch; as Men, and not like Beaſts. Your | 
iS ied Natures make you capable of thoſe manly 
and rational Pleaſures, ro which the inferior Creation, 


the many Claſſes of Beings below. you, are utter 


Strangers. It is ſurely a Shame and Diſgrace for you 
then to ſeek, or place your chief Happineſs in thoſe 
ſenſual Pleaſures that ly in common, as it were, 

; he wy us, and in which, as it is commonly ſuppoſed, 


find more Pleaſure than Men can meet with in 
kann” I ſay, Is it not a Shame for you that are Men, 


to walk and wallow in the Luſts of the Fleſh, like the 
_ Beaſts that periſh, like the Sow in the Mire? What 


ſhall their higheſt Pleaſures: be yours too, who are * 


born for higher, more excellent and exalted ones, 
- created of Purpoſe to 3 after a Happineſs of ano- 
ther Nature, a — ſuited to 12 rational Na- 

| % ures, 
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| u d jating nd abiding A Souls. are ? My | 
e nay, J recal the Name, and diſdain the Re- 
for if you . 1 — like . it 16 pra- 
vir, Pede you aſſociate, your ſel ves wit 
them, that we may look upon you as ſuch. - But tho: h 
I chus ſpeak, I hope better Things of you, and chat 
you will, however late, ſhew your ſelves Men, Me Men 
=. trug Scjile and ſolid Judgment z, Men, who are firm 
y reſolved, thro the Gaace. of God, to 'emaploy;your | 
_ xational Faculties to diſcern the Things that differ, 
hat henceforth yon may approye the, Things that are 
excellent ; unto you 1 0 Men do I cal this Day, O tafte and 
| 80 that God is good, taſte and try the Pleaſureb of true 
| Religion. And you have the Preecher's Word for it 
that #i/dow's Ways are Ways 0 Pleaſan mp, and a 
ber Paths are Peace ; yea mark the perfe# Man, au 
bebojd the Upright, for the latter End 0 ef that May 1. 
| Peace. But further, > 
In the laſt Place, and I conclude with it, Do W 
=: ſpeak to you as Men, as wiſe Mev, it is that 3 5 
13 Facire, and rouſe up the Powers of your Min 
quit your ſelyes like Men, Men that have a Al f 2 
ard to the Salvation of your ĩtnmortal Spirit You 
iave Judgments, my Brethren, capable of vaſt Im- 
prtovements, pray then improve them to the Purpoſes 
5 of Religion, and work out your Salyarion with. Fear 
„„ fromblivg. ' Acquaint your ſelves with God, that 
= - 5 may follow him as dear Children; grow in the 


nowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, that you may live as he 
te did, try aa alter his perfect Example; lay hold * 
955 eternal Life as the Gift of God — Jelis F 
Chriſt, chat you may live for ever and ever; continue 
patient in well doing, ſeeking for Glory, Honour and 
; N that at laſt you may inherit eternal Life. 
: N ow unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and 
o preſent you faultleſs before the Preſonos of bis Glory 
with exceeding Foy ; to the only wiſe God our Saviour, 
be Glory and Maje + Dominion on Power * now 


and 6 ever. Amen. 
577 SE * N 


"Ss , =T 


Ihe Creator, who is bleſſed for euer: 
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NA there is a God, the Former of all 155 
Things, is a Truth ſo plain and evi- - 
Ry dent, that every reaſonable and intelli- 
9 — Cteature may readily obſerve it: 
Fur the indi ſible Things of bim from 
the Creation of the World are clearly” 
| d' by the Wings that are made, 
ven bis eternal Power aud Godhead; ſo that they 
who ate ignorant of him ate without Excuſe. Thus the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks Ver. 20. And indeed no Man, in the 
7. of his Reaſon and natural Faculties, can fail to diſ- 


— 


* 


ern this Foundatlon- truth of all Religion, but by 
Continuing under ſuch unreaſonable Prejadices, or aban- 
doning himſelf to ſuch ſtupid Neglect as is capable of 


And 


ho Excuſe, 


——— 
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| And, ks he that cometh unto Ged, ahich is s the | 
that be 18; for * — to this, it is proper 4 and 


made acquaint- 
2 © ns e eh bis Nature and Perfections, 


= 


0 < religious Worthip and: Adoration,” and according- 


ty apply « our ſelves to ſerve him in Holineſs and Righte- 
 ouſneſs before him all the Days of our i 1 | 
with perfect Hęgitts and willing Minds, 
Thibgnecciaryt to render our Setvices acceptal 67 thn 
through Jeſus Chriſt. 

And tor our Encouragement. and -Aſiſtance herein, 
out Apoſite, in the Words of my Text, givesus a hort, 


but amiable and exalted Idea 7 our Almighty Creator, 
by acquainting us that he is bleſſed for ever, bleſſed, | 
tor ever bleſſed, i. e. Qne perfectly ſo, and whoſe Hap- 


oe ſhall have no End. 


hall not at preſent, that I may fave Lime; trace - 


onnexion of theſe Words from the precceding 
Verte but conſider ben as an entire 1 By 
themclves. 3 wy 4 
And in diſcourſing on them, — 1 intend, © Got 


| willing, is, I. Io conſider wherein the H * ; 

of our Creator conſiſts, upon which Account h he is | 

called bleſſed. 5 . 
II. To ſhew you that he ſhall continue bleſſed for 


ever. And then 


III. Deduce ſome 888 from both theſe, for 
our Inſtruction and Practice. | 
I. I am to conſider wherein the Happineſs of our 


Creator conſiſts, upon which Account he is here in my 


Text, and juſtly, deſigu d bleſſed ; whois bleſſed, ſays 


our Apaſtle. TER 


| "This is a Sub jed, as every one ie" may obſerve, 
that deſerves to be treated with a great deal of Cau- 


tion 


i — = 


_ EP or us WS amine, with all poſſible Diligener; 


- we may know alliredly. that he is One, who, in all eg > 
able Reſpeas; Jultly. challenges, and. well "deſerves . 


12 


a 
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che whole Frame of Nature ſheweth forth his Handy- 


work; ſo upon the other Hand; it is no leſs. certaing 
that there is nothing that any Man can either think t 
ſpeak of, which is more difficult to explain, than what 
he is, becauſe he dwelleth in the Light which no Man 
4 can approach into, whom no Man hath ſeen, nor can 
ſee; however, this much is here aſſerted of him in th 
general that he is hiaſſed, that is, perfectly and com- 
atly ſo. And my Buſineſs at preſent ſhall be mo- 
ly to enquire wherein it conſiſts; and this, as I babe 


it, and as the Scriptures ne to us, lies\chiefly - 


in theſe two Particulars. N £8 . 230 | 
__ -» Birfs, That our glorious and Almighty Creator i is 
n poſſeſs d of all poſſible and deſirable Perfecti- 
ons, ſuch as almighty Power, infinite. Wiſdom, im- 
menſe Goodneſs, unſpotted Purity, perfect Juſtice, e- 


J ternal Truth and Veracity; all which, to name no 


more, are neceſſarily inherent in his Nature, and one 
with it. Thus the ſacred Writings deſcribe him to us, 
and thus much is evident to re at leaſt winde 5 
Divine Revelation. 


Now, one who is thus: poſſeſs? d of every deſirable - 


Perfection, and that in ſuch an exalted Degree, that 
there can be no poſſible Addition made unto any one. 
of them, cannot ſail to be perfectly and — — 
bleſſed in himſelf. When he contemplates his on 
excellent Nature, ineomprehenſible to us, he muſt * 
Neceſſity en joy infinite Satisfaction; for to mention 
no more, his infinite Knowledge and Wiſdom 'can 
readily find out, and his mighty Power, that is irre- 
ſiſtible, command: whatever can poſſibly miniſter De- 
light unto him; and thus in ſhorty from his own meſt 
bleſſed Nature and glorious Perfections there ariletk 
neceſſarily a never-failing Source of — and con- 
_ Happineſs unto — But then . 
-1/1; 
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1 | Petſe@ions, (ef nog Id 


in Knowledge 
5 1 muſt for certain be conſcious, or ful 


| non 
bl it. Bur chen, to ſpeak i 
tially inherent in his moſt bleſſed Nature, as I rake it, 


comprehenſive Mind of what he can 


— Contemplation of them; and what n that be bac 


: I, wore r _ wa oy 
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or Model E 
ef what he knows he is Slider Modelo — j 
by them. I readily 3 who is infinite 


and Wildan; n 6d. is, 0 n no- 


cy or Im- 


ing as a Creator, which is a | 
it with Modeſty, his gtcat 
to any of thoſe Perſections eſſen · 


Delight, with Reſpe& 


whether he ſees it meet to Proceed 


ot not. For by; 
Jo ſuppoſe, as ſome have done, chat hi Hap d 


e low from n G1 Ae parka Wie of 


bis | adorable Perſections, and nothing beſides, yrt 


8 he cannot, as I take it, be an ative and ope- 
rative Being, which yet is abſolutely neceſlary, as every 


one muſt grant, in order to his being infinirely or per- 
ſectly 1 therefore, by fuch a laſting and a- 
biding Contemplation as this, terminating upon che in- 
herent Perfe&ions of his Nature, he muſt, in Reaſon, 
be ſuppoſed to intend ſomething more than only a naked 


one of theſe three. As 
Fir, To know his PerfeRions more fully and e clear 


Ly . 
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* H of our dock; 
from the infinite — of of his Na» 


15 
; | proper and. a8tive Exerciſe of theſe his Fer- 
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gig einge 1100 m to Kad but ones 
Fr! in theſe to be Matter of Wonder and Admiratis 1 
i of Solacement and Delight to himſelf: „ 
3 ai, Some one Way or othet to add to his. Bets | 
| Riticns. All which Suppoſitions, as I conceive, ate 
_ equally falſe; and no leſs 'abſurd when applied, aud 
- aftributed/to'the Divine Being. And for this Purpoſe, 


$ | "'Thhall 5 each of them, chat you may ſee 1 it made 


N 


ö 
? 


; 
| 


f 


„ ſame Neaſon, let lim be ſuppoſed to contemplate bis 


9 
Hf, 15 aeledeem that this all -piquiota Being; 
thi Creatot of all Things, needs not to be always E 
ing ot pryiug, as it were, into the Perſections *his 
Nature, in order to know them more fully and clearly; 7 
more perfectly and diſtin&ly, becauſe we ciinnot in any 
_ imaginary Point of Time, even before the Creation; 
ſuppoſe him to be unacquainteel with theſe, however” 
extenſi ve they dte in themſelves; nor is it a Thing 
poſſible for him to neglect or overlook any of the Per- 
_ te&ions of his moſt bleſſed Nature:w So that in ſhotr; 
he maſt turn his Thoughts inward upon himſclf again 
to know what he is. This much aſſuredly can er 
1 unto hin; conſequentiy then he needs not to 
_ cotitemplate or examine into his Nature or Effenee, to 
be more fully and perfectly acquainred with it; fotaſ- 
much as his . fr 7 was from all Eterni- 
7 perfect and compleat. And 
y, As he cannot therefore be faid to bontemplate 
- bis Nature and Perfections to know them more fully, 
ſince he knows them already to Perfection; ſo for the 


1 


Nature and Perfections ever ſo long, as they are inhe- 
rent in his Nature, there's nothing new or ſurpriſing 
Wh can 'poſlibly ariſe from thence, even to his infinite 
Mind, which yet (as I take it) ſeems to be neceſſaryj 
for every intelligent or actire Being, ro afford them 
full Satisfaction with their State and Condition. This 
much ſurely every one of us do find from our own Ex- 
pPerience at . ; e then, ſhould we «5 
| Sem 


YN 


aid, let this Contemplation be extended. or ſtretoh 


no Occaſion of Wonder and Admiration here, much 


there is no Room, no Place found herein for an active 
Exerciſe and Operation for the Divine Under f 
| berauſc the Nature and Perfections of our almighty. 


1 0 bs "Nature, or place it it iati ly i in 4 
f and per Viey of his own: eſſential Pease 


: ons; he could never, as I rake it, upon this have any 


the leaſt Cauſe or e of Wende or Admiration 


in his ſo doing. No Queſtion, 
Upon ſuch a fixed and abiding " Goormmaletichy | 


he. ; ly juſt Cauſe to be. pleat: with himſelf, as 
ing a moſt perfect and glorious Being, the t- 


en of Beauty; but even granting this much, 
which is moſt certain, there is in Conſequence of this, 


leſs to laſt and continue for ever; becauſe, as has bean 


ont ever ſo long, I ſhall ſuppoſe, to eternal Ages, he 
can never have any new Diſcoverics, by. ſtudying or 


poring upon his Nature and Perfe&ions ; and yet one 
muſt lay, that a fix d and continuing Contemplation 
evidently implics thiꝭ much; and therefore; in proper 


ſpcaking, cannot be applied to God, however great 


and tranſcendently glorious he is. And thus, from 


what has been ſaid, you may eaſily underſtand that 


Creator are always the ſame to him, and his Know- 
ledge of them ſo full aud perfect, that he can never in 


Hon be ſuppoſed to Ew hen better. Nor can 


29 


ain, 
n the "laf Place, be pete to contemplate his ker⸗ 


he order to make an Addition to them, by ſome. 


new Perfection that he had not before, or by enlarging | 
theſe are e dently impoſſible to a Being, who from e- 
ternal Ages was neceflarily poſſeſs d of all poſſible Perfetti- 

ons in the utmoſt; Degree that can be. And this Ac- 

. give * Sores e | 


and perfectin thoſe that he has already: 


0 


9988 


Eb. . } nge not; 722 

ſame Tefterday and 10-day, and for , God bleſſed 
for ever, Rom. ix. 5. Nay, as 

Could it be ſuppoſed that the Divine Being ſhould 


add any new Perfection to his Natiirt, which he had nut 
om Eternity ; ol neceſſarily then this new Addition & 


„ „ made to his Nature, be it in leſs or more, would not 
|  Afential c ir, in regard he exiſted before he had it; 
and therefore, ſhould it be added to Him afterwards, 


Nature; and 


nſequently muſt be accounted a'Thit 
| ubfurd 1 


fot this very I Raul! by 
48 Ki is kviiitacety evident then, that every. reaſo⸗ 
be and intelligent Being, the Divine Being not ex- 
er muſt be an active and operative One, in 


er to their being happy, agreeable to their Natute 


 gnd Powers of Action; ſince it is not the havi 
of Powers for Action, but the proper and active E 

ciſe of them that gives the exaltedPleaſare, or charwing 

light that muſt flow from them; and withal, con- 

dering that the Divine Being cannot be ſaid to con- 


template his Nature and Perfections, to know them 


more fully and perfectly, or to diſcern new Beauties and 
Excellencies ariſing from thence, to be a never failin 
Source of Wonder and Admiration to him, or upen 
defign to add any new Perfection to his Nature, or 


perfect and enlarge thoſe which he had from all Eter- 


nity, for the Reafons juſt now mentioned; in all which 
Things, there is no Place, you ſee, for an active Ex6t- 
cite or Operation of his _ Almighty . Mind. Theres 


wn, 
+ Ypon the whote, 1 readily think that the Hap ineſs 


ck Goa; which, no 
Being, ariſe, not only from that umſpeakable and meon- 
Ceivable Sariafaion which he has in himſelf from his 
excellent Nature and glorious Perfections, but with- 


| Al, and —— from "ou active, proper and agreeadle 


Excr- 


qu eſtion, is in every Reſpet᷑t perfect 


void gd deſtroy the glorious Simplicity of his 
0 


muſt, as a oft active and operative 8 


P 
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Exerciſe of theſe his belle which obliges him (ta 

ſpeak it with Reverence) as a Being neceſlarily . fur- 
niſh'd with the moſt vigorous and excellent Powers of 7 

 H&ion, to conſider; with himſelf how theſę his Per- 


141 * * 


an an himſelf. . Bart. 
In regard, as has been ſaid and proven, he cannot * 
thus actively exerciſe them upon himſelf; what ſhould 
he do in this Caſe, if not to cmploy his infinite Mind, 
bis unbounded Underſtanding from eternal Ages, in 
forming Plans of theſe many and excellent Worlds, 
together with their numerous and proper Inhabitants, 
which afterwards, in his own good Time, he 3 
ed, as a Demonſtration of his immenſe Goodneſs, 
| | Wiſdom and Power to bring into Being. This, this 
„ was an Exerciſe proper and equal for his infinite Per- 
fections, and every Way worthy of his exalted Na- , 
| pure, herein, no Queſtion, ke had inconceivable Pe- 
| Jight from cterngl Ages. . 
Does this, that I have aſſerted, detra& in the leaſt 
from his all- ſufficient, or, it you pleaſe to call it, 
his ſelf-ſufficient Happineſs, becauſe it evidently 0 
flows from the proper and agreeable Exerciſe of | 
his own Perfections. actively employ'd in form- 
ing Ideas of Worlds that were not, and in giving 
them a Being afterwards, when as yer they had none 
hut in his own moſt. perfect Underſianding ; in all | ' 
Which, there is nothing, you ſee, by this adyanc'd that 
is in the leaſt incooſiſtegt with the abſolute Ferfectien- 
of his eternally bleſſed and glorious Nature; nay, 
et me add, unleſs the Ferfections of our Crea- 
tor had been thus actively employ'd from etex- 
nal Ages, the univerſal World, together with its | 
15 Poe had never been brought to exiſt - 
c dt as 1 
: . Albeit in ſome Senſe the World and Fulneſs thereof ö 
flows negeMuily {rom God, as a Being of 1 | 


employ'd they muſt be, in order to his infinite Sa 
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the Beauty and Uniformity that runs through the 


hole of ir, clearly point our to us the Being and Per- 


fections of our all- glorious Creator, who formed it, and 


laid the Foundations of ir. Thus zbe Heavens in par- 
ticular, as the devout Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, Pſal. xix. I. 


declare unto us the Glory of God ; aud the Hrmament 
ſneweth his Handy-work. Every intelligent Being, as 
ye all do know, muſt have a Plan or Idea in his Mind 


of whar he intends to praduce, if he goes but regularly 


to Work. And this much ſeems to haye been the | 
Imploymęnt of aur almighry Parent from eternal 
Ages; nay, unleſs his Perfections had been thus active- 


4. 


Por it ſhould point out theſe to us, now that we 


* . 


ve muſt convince our ſelves of the Truth of them, 


obſerving, as it were, the Lineaments of theſe his Pero 
fections engraven upon every Part of the ſurrounding 


Creation, which is wonderfully and wiſely made 
throughout, to be a ſtanding and laſting Proof of his 


eternal Power and Godhead. So much then for the 


| fixſt Head of my Piſcourſe. 

I proceed to the Second, which was to ſhow you, 
That our Creator ſball continue bleſſed for ever. 

. This much is fully laid down in my Text, and re- 


7 N afterwards, Chap. ix. 5. And indeed this 


ruth is ſo very clear and evident, that I need not 
ſpend much Time to prove it; for he that was bleſſed 
from eternal Ages, muſt in Reaſon continue bleſſed for 


m 
of Power to maintain and preſerve himſelf in 


is happy 
State: 


| Goodneſs, which is always communicative of irſelf; 

r. the Benefit of others; yet, nevertheleſs, there il 
iſdom, Deſign, and Contrivance to be obſerved in 
Whore every Part of it; not only the Greatneſs of the 

Work, but likewiſe the charming Order and Harmony; 


ly imploy d concerning this ſtupenduqus Work, pre- 
Vvious to his ſorming of it, I cannot ſee, for my Part, 


ave Acceſs to behold. it; for it is from thence | that 


7 : For ſhould e ſuppoſe the contrary, this muſt 
owing to one of theſe two. Either, Firſt, The Want 
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gate; Or, dy The? Wide of Witt 1 Ii; 
tho he could, if he pleaſed, perpetuate the fame 7 Both 


that was perfectly happy in himſeif, and whoſe 


to eternal Ages: For ſince, in this very Thing he de- 


but one God, and he the Creator of all Thing 8, bot 


. 
| 
| 
N 
ö 
7 


5 made can never do it; theſe, yea all of them, they 
he could deptire them of it 7 Pleaſure, becauſe it 


| cos each of them the Workmanthip of his Hands, 7 


 ehiis, in the very Nature of ir, would not only diſturb 


tilul Order and Harmony of the Creation, I mean, as 
to its conſtant Dependence on God, the excellent and 


all, and who has a juſt Right to do it, becauſe he made 


to be imagined, that he would ever have imployed his 


as could in the leaſt affect his own eternal Happineſs; 
and therefore, fince there are no Beings, no Creatures Þ! 


ſhould be4o fooliſh as to re up againſt him, Who 


- j a 
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which Suppoſitions are evidenty falſe and abſurd, 
Let us ſuppoſe the frf, it is evidently falſe ; 


Fieh 
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pineſs intirely depended on himſelf from eternal Hel 
enn never want Power to maintain his own ul 


pends upon none, for it is cvidently impoflible that 
any Being whomſoever can deptive him of it; be- 
fides him there is no other God to do it, (there cing 


viſible and inviſible) and the Creaures which he hath 


depend on him for their Exiſtence, and the Continu- 
ation of it, which is a convincing Ptoof of this, that 


ean require no greater Meaſure of Power to annihilate , 
than to have created them ar firſt; and withal, 


che Fee of Power can never in Reaſon be accounte 
greater, or equal to the Cauſe of that Effect, becauſe 
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and pervert, but deſtroy and quite overturn the beau- 


8 -: 


univerſal Governor of it, whoſe Kingdom ruleth over 
the Nations on Earth. 

And to this let me add, That yay our plorious 
Creator is One poſſeſſed of infinite Wiſdom, it is never 
Power to create ſuch Creatures, or ſo many ot them, 


in the univerſal World, but thoſe which are evidertly 
the Workmanſhip of his Hand; even granting ag 


| | their 


thei: Maker, ad £2, Hed süd h 
how ſoon could this mighty King, be Former of all 
Things, ſpeak to them in his Wrath, and cruſh bs 
under bis Feet, as we do the Moth, Power therefore 
to ſupport him in his Happineſs, *tis evident he wann 
not. Let us therefore come to | 
The ſecond duppoſition, which places it in his Witty 
ind this is equally with the other no leſs falſe and 
abſutd ; for he that is once perſectly happy, can never 
be ſuppoſed to be indifferent after that, as to the Con- 
tinuation of it, if it be but in his Power: to preſerve 
and ſecure it (which as to the Creator has been proven 
— to a Demonſtration;) for Happineſs or intire 
Satisfaction with our Condition, is a Thing natural to 
evety intelligent Being; and when the 
in all poſſible Reſpe&s, perfect and complete, as it is 


B vith che Divine Being, he can never be ſuppoſed to be 


indifferent or remiſs about it. 
All Changes that flow from Deſign and Intention, 
ſuppoſe ſomething in view, that at leaſt is more 
valuable in the Perſon's Eſtimation, who wants it, than 
any Thing they have at preſent. But then, what Temp- 
tation can an infinitely perfect Being have to forego 
his ' Happineſs, which is conteſſedly ſo great, that, 


y ſpeaking, no Addition, no not the leaſt, can 


be ſuperadded to ĩt. Conſequently then, as our Crea- 


tor was bleſſed from eternal A 
. be {muſt continue hieſſed for 
and therefore changeth not. 


- for this very Rea- 
or ever, be e be is 


14 * now remains in the third and aft Place, That * 
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2 few Inferenccs from what has been {aid for our 
mer apr and Practice. And, 

1. Is our Creator One neceflarily poſſeſſed of alt 

Polſible and deſirable Perfections? Then hence we may 

earn this much from it, that there is none in Heaven or 

1 Eatth to be compared with him for Beauty and Ex- 

eliency, Splendor and Dignity, Glory, Honour and 
lajelty ; and, in one — e Ting 9 


appineſs is, 


the: Subject of. Praif 2 2 hs * - 
Heaven may be compared with the Lord, the: Lord f 
che whole Univerſe 2 Or who among/ al the Sons of the | 
Mighty may be | once likened: unto bim, who dwelleth' on 
: big "4 For each of theſe, tho? excellent Ones, they have 
but a ſmall Portion ot theſe glorious and boundlels Per- 
fſections, that are in the Hogs: and lefty Gon), to s 
4 utrermoſt Perfection. 5 0 4 . | 
His Being tis certain knows o Da 1 
nd bis Tears they ſhall Have no. End. wy 21. 2 | 
cternal and immortal; from everlaſting, to rs. 
be is God, Cod and changeth not. Do we 
Power and Might, he has it, yea he is * 
Power in Heawen and in Earth; his K — att 
over all. Greatis our Lord, and of gr eat Power, The 
Right-hand of the Lord: doth, 1 valiantiy: He 
ſpake, and it was done; be commanded, and every 
Fart of his univerſal Kingdom flood faſt. As for 
Wiſdom, he is the Fountain of it, the only wiſe 
Cod. Every Part of the ſtupenduous Creation pro- 
claims his infinite Wiſdom. By his Spirit he hath fl 
garniſhed the Heaven, and the Firmament ſneweth forth 
= bis Handy. work. Great. and marvellous are all bis 
Works, and in Wiſdom be bath made them all. When 


ve ſeck for Goodnefs, tis certain, there is none yood as 


he is, none, no not one. The Earth is full of the 
Goodneſs of the Lord, and ſo is the great and extended 
Ocean. If we ſearch tor Knowledge, he is a God of 
| Knowledge; by him Actions are tried: He 'weighed 
_ the Mountains in Sales, and the Hills in a 333 
bis Knowledge is infinite, and his Underſtandi 
ſearchable, — paſt finding out. Do we look for vr 
ty, the Glory of intelligent Beings ; why, Holineſs in 
Ferfect ion is his Throne, his Robe and Diadem, for hc 
ſits on the Throne of his Holineſs, and is glorious in it, 
to the eternal Admiration of Men and Angels. Thus, 
In ſhort, let us ſurvey and ranſack the whole Cres 


* and gathet up all the Perſections to be found in 
it; 


— 
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5 be amiable and n ns of our Alniighty 
5 a the Maker of Heaven and Earth, Bing are 
| 2 x Teo are nothing, leſs than. nothing, and but 

12 He and he only is the fitſt and the beſt of 


O 
1 
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Thou art worthy, 0 Lord, to receive Glory, 
nour, and Power : For thou haſt created all 
4 , and for thy Pleaſure they are and were created. 
- us therefore celebrate the . Praiſes of our Almighty 


thip of his Hands, and worſhip reverently at his Foot - 
ſtool : He is thy Lord, and worſhip thou bim; worſhip 


his Houſe for ever. 


and deſirable. Perfections? Then hence we may ſee 

that he has a juſt Right, and is ſuſficiently qualified 
to govern the Creatures he hath made. He that made 
all Things, both vilible and inviſible,” does hereby, by 


rule and govern them, and none of them can diſpute 
his Claim t to this exalted Office. Since we are each 
Ol us his Creatures, of Courſe we become his Subjects, 
aid are bound tg lubject our ſelves to his Laws and 
rernment.. (The Lord is our. Lawgiver ; ; the Lord 

73 our King, faith the Church, Iſa. xxxiii. 22. Nay, 
nat onlyſo, He is a great King over all the Barth, Pſal. 
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* IE King of- Kings, and Lord of Lords. io him 


„ appertains to give Laws to all his Creatures, be- 
n Saule they are the Workmanſhip of bis Hauds ; and it 
fl d well for. — that be lives and reigns through all 
it, Ages, to preſerve Peace and good Order a mongſt his 
dvoumerous Subjects, to reward che ed. and puniſn 
4- the Hs Fot 5 | Fe 
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Ti When * eta 1 Nel and compared-with 
c 


One exalted above al Hang aud Praiſe. 
Lord with me, aud let us exalt bis Name 


Parent, who has given us ſuch glorious, and. bright 
Diſplays ol his exalted perfections in the  Workman= 


him in the Beauty of Holineſs, for this much becometb 
2. Is gur Creator neceſſarily poſſeſſed of all poſſible 


a very natural Conſequence, obtain a juſt Right to 
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ws 
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heeing thus poſſeſſed of all poſſible Perfections, wh 
ſo fitto govern as he is? Having made us, be kxows | 
our Frame, and how to provide for our Neceſſities, 
which accordingly he does, and gives to every one of 
his Creatures their Portion of Meat in due Seaſon. He 
giveth to the Beaſt his Food; He preſerveth Man and 
Beat. Having form'd us, he is intimately acquainted 


with our ſeveral Natures and Capacities, 'and b-reby ” || * 


knows how to adapt his Laws to us, to: dite& us to 
proper Services, which accordingly he harh done, and 
they are all of them, like himſelt, holy, juſt and good. 
Having created us, he can never be ignorant of us, 
in whatever Place of his Dominions we reſide, becauſe 
he is in every Place bebolding the Evil and the Good; 
he is nor, nay he cannot be far from any one of us; 
TE in him we live, and move, and have our Being. 
—_— -- 2 en eee Seo 
In ſhort, when we view him in his Perfections, par- 
ticularly as a King of infinite Wiſdom, Power and 
Goodneſs, one of perſect Righteouſneſs and unſpotted 
Holineſs, we have all the Reaſon in the World to 
rejoice, and be Joyful in him as our King. Let I{- 
raet ( ſays the Plalmiſt ) rejoice in him that made him, 
let the Children of Zion be joyful in their King; and well 
might he expreſs himſelf thus unto them, for he's a 
King who ruleth in Righteouſneſs. Juſtice aud Fudg- 
went are ' the Habitation of bis Throne, Mercy and 
Truth do always go before his Face; other Lords maß 
have Reſpect of Perſons, but he who is Lord of Lords, 
is no Reſpe&er of them: Of a Truth I perceive 
( ſaich Peter) that God is no Reſpecter uf Perſous; but 
in euery Nation, be that feareth bim, and worketh Rigb- 
teouſneſs, is accepted with him, Acts x. 34, 35. Nay, 
Since he is intinicely happy in himſelf, and that his 
_ Happineſs flows from himſelf, it is evident that he 
neither has, nor can have the leaſt Temptation ' or re- 
moteſt Inclination to regard the rich mote than the 
poor, for they are all the Work of his Hands, And 
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| as they are his Creatures, he ſtands equally related to 
them; and therefore his Eyes do always bchald the 
Things that are equal. Who would not then rejaice. in 
ſuch a King as this, and ſing Praiſes unto him? Who: 


would not chooſe ſuch a Lord to rule over them, and 


happy beyond Expreſſion is, that People and Nation, 
thoſe God is the Lord. Chooſe you ( ſays Joſbua) this 


Day ubom ye will ſerue; but as for me and my Houſe 

we will ſerue the Lord, Joſh. xxiv. 15. The Reſo- 
lution was brave and good ; for he is a righteous Lord 
and Joveth Righteouſneſs, bis Countenance doth behold 
_ the upright, Pſal. xi. 7. Let us therefore preſent our Bo- 
dies to him as à living Sacrifice, holy, acceptable, which 
is our reaſonable Service, and ſerve him in all Time 


coming with perfect Hearts and willing Minds, ſerue 
bim in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs before him all the 


Days of our Lives. So doing our Labour ſhall not be in 
vain in the Lord, for he is a Rewarder of all theſe who 


diligently ſeek him, that faithfully ſerve him. Them that 


Honour me ( ſays he) I will honour, and they that 
dleſpiſe me, ſhall be lightly eteemed, 4 Banks Ii. 30. As 
for theſe mine Enemies ( ſays Chriſt ) which would 
nat, that I ſhould.reign over them, bring bither and ſlay 
them before me, Luke xix. 27. And to be ſure, he that 
zs thus poſſeſs d of all poſſible Perfections, can never 


be at a Loſs, either to reward the firſt or puniſh the 


laſt. And ſince he has told us this much, let us re- 
member ir, and in Conſequęnce of it perſuade our 
ſelves that he abideth faithful; for he is not a Man 


that he ſhould lie, or the Son of Man that be ſhould 


repent ; no, be is in one Mind, and who can turn bim ? 
He is God and changeth not. Say to the Righteous there- 

fore it ſhall be well with him, for they ſhall eat the 
Fruit of their Doings ; but Wo unto the Wicked it ſhall 


be ill with bim, for the Reward of bis Hands ſhall 


be given him, Iſai. iii. 10, 11. Vo unto him that 
 firiveth with bis Maker ; tho' Hand ſhould join - 
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g, thy hal dr fc, mee 
a my God 10 the Miete lia i, nx. ©» 

2 © 2} From this Account that 1 Have given you 
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col tit Happineſs of God, as flowing frem che ace 


* 


and propet Exerciſe of his glorious Perſections; I in- 
fet the Immortality of our Souls. And that you may 


ke and be convinced, that the Infer ene is Jult and na 
tural from the Argument upon which it is built, 1 


muſt be allowed to enlarge a little upon it, chat the 


Concluſion may appear to be ſtrong. and native. Sees 
5 „ 7 27 8 . f 1 3 PRRnT a2 191 97 Te Fel 
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That the Diving Being, the Creator of all Things, has 
bern om all Eternity a'moſt a&ive and operative A+ 


gent, it is equally certain he muſt continue to be ſuch 


an Orie to all Fterdieyz for fince his Happineſs evidents | 
ly lies in proper Action, it che Happineſs" be con- 


|  Finued, as has been proven, the Action from whenee 


it flows muſt, for this Reaſon, be ec ntinued lie- 
_ wife, agrecable to that Account Which our Saviour 
| — us of him, John. v. 179. My Father worketh. 


Bit berto, ( ſays he) and I work. And withall; fince 
His all- ſufficient Happineſs does not only atifſe 
from his Conſciouſneſs of his own moſt excellent Per- 

fections, bur alſo, and eſpecially, from the proper and 


_ aprecable Exerciſe of them, viZ. in forming Views 
and Plans of Worlds to be created by 'him, which 


had no Exiſtence prior to that, ſave in his own infinite 
Mind, and in ſupporting and governing them afterwards, 


when he had given them a real and actual Exiftenee; 


Then here is a ſtrong Argument, and undeniable 


Proof for the everlaſting Exiſtence of the Creation, 
and of Man in particular, for as much as there is here- 


by an agrecable and proper Exerciſe and Imployment 


| for The” ſelf active Powers and Perfections ö the Di- 
vine” Majeſty, to. exert themlelyes to all Eternity, e- 


ſpecially in ſupporting and governing reaſonable and 


den n Beings, ſuch as Men are, and cavring our 
2 oper and agtecable 
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5 ,rirs; and ſtreteh aur Thoughts beyo nd the narrow 
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2 rational Powers and, 


fections, which, he owes to none, and has receiyed 


from none elle beſides himſelf ; ſo in like Manner His 
| happy likewiſe in the 
| active Exerciſe of thoſe Perfections, ' which he has con- 


t Creatures muſt be 
fered on them; and ĩt evidently appertains to him to 


_ preſcribe and point out thoſe Services to them, what- 


ever they are, which at once muſt render them happy, 
and unite them to himſelf in Love and 8 


the ſole Author and Fountain of it. Nor 


Is it to be imagin d, that when our glorious and 
almighty Creator has beſtowed: on us ſuch excellent 
Gifts and Capacities - of Mind, whereby, as his Chil- 
dren, we can look up to him as the Father of our. Spi- 


Limits of Time, and look forward to an eternal Stute 
of Exiſtence within the Vail: I ſay, tis never to be 
imagin d, that after all this Grace and Goodneſs 
vouchſaſed us by a God of Love, he - intended e 
mould only exiſt: tor a few Days or Years r 


ſent World, and thereafter _ to he for ever. "No 


verily. Fer 
If ĩt was a proper and agreeable Exerciſe to che God 
of all Grace, from eternal Ages to form to himſelf an 
Idea or Repreſentation of Man, a reaſonable and in- 
telligent Creature, of excellent Powers and Capaci 


iries, 
whom afterwards: in his own good Time he intended 


to create; now that he has done it in a petfect 
Conformity to that eternal Plan, wiſely conceiv d and 


laid in his 7 afbite Underſtanding; then hence I —— 


infer our everlaſting Exiſtence aſter this, eicher 
this. State of Things, or in one to ſucceed it, Ad 


therefore, when we come to be removed out of = 


World by Death; the Fate of all Men, it is that we 


"Capaciales/; J whites; a 
his infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, has basta on 
them: For, as the firſt and ſelf-ſufficient Being, is 

and muſt be happy in the Exerciſe: of this-own e, 


: '( 37 2 

muy exiſt in another: Word, — 8 * inviſible ina en 
Meaſure to us at preſent. 015 

Can any Thing be — againſt this Argument 


for the Soul's Immortality, unleſs we could in Reaſon 


fuppoſe one or Leiben, of theſe three "iis to nan 
Place. As, 
1. That our 
F fallen ſhorr of his Deſign i 
fore may judge it proper for him afterwards to annihi- 
late us, to give Place to other intelligent Beings of 


more exalted Capacities, vi. to praiſe and glorify 


Ts G 
à⁊ ah, That uten a certain ne gane of un- 
: provement, our eternal Parent may ſee it convenient 
to remove us from a Place of Exiſtence in his unĩ ver- 
ſal Kingdom, to raiſe up other intelligent Creatures in 


our Room, to contemplate and admire the Work- 


manſhip of his Hands, and ſurvey with Pleaſure the 
ſeveral Beauties and Excellencies of the Creation; the 
Taſte and Reliſh of theſe Things we ſhall ſuppoſe, be- 
ing loſt in a great Meaſure to theſe intelligent Be- 
ings, who have had Acceſs for a long Space of 
Time to | behold them, and delight themſelves in 
them. BB. - 

zaly, That there may be ſome certain fix'd Period 
of Time, tho? unknown to us, when every Creature that 
God harh made, ſhall according to its Frame and Na- 


ture grow vp to a full Age, thereafter decline, and ar 


at length ceaſe to exiſt, and be no more for ever. 
Theſe, fo far as I can conceive, are the only Things, 
12 can poſſibly be ſuppoſed to deſtroy the Argument 
Ihave advanc d to prove our immortal Exiſtence; and 
how far they can in Reaſon be imagin'd to do it, 
| ſhall be candidly and impartially examin'd into: And 
For this Purpoſe, I-ſhall go over them again, and con- 
ſider e ach of them by themſelves, in the ſame Order 


that they ſtand before us. Ler us ſuppoſe then, 1 


* 


e Cantor hes in leſs or more. 
in our Formation; and there- 


him, who ſhall be N of OR to __ chis 
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mation; 
terwards to annihilare us, to give 
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In the yu Place; * 8 lorious he "Ee 15 
| 10 lels or more, fallen ſhort of his Deſign in our For- i 
and therefore may judge it pr p bin. for him af” 
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ace to other i in- 


telligent Beings of more "exalted Capacities, viZ. to 
12 and g gority him, who ſhall be created of Pur- £5 


pole to anſwer t 


- This'S 
date with the glorious and infinite Perfe&ions of 
our Almighty Creator; becauſe it makes him fall ſhort 


End. Why, 
ition, now en is evidently i in con- 


of his real Deſign, which of Neceſſity argues a Want 


of Wiſom and Power in him to accompliſh the — 

Plan he had form'd from eternal Ages; and yet 
muſt needs be obvious to every thinking and dle. | 
ing Perſon, that this much can never with any Shew 
of Reaſon be imputed to the Former of all Things, 
ſeeing he is God, and changeth not, and conſequently, 
muſt be ſuppoſed 5 as wonderful in Counſel and excellent 

in working, from the Ages of Eternity, as he can poſ- 
ſibly be afterwards, even to Eternity again. Where-' 
fore then ſhould he deſtroy or annihilate us to raiſe 


up other intelligent Beings in our Place, ſince there is 


a wiſe and proper Diſplay of his glorious Perfections 


in our moſt excellent Formation, who are fearfully 


and no leſs wonderfully made, according to that exact 


and 


perfect Plan of it, laid in the eternal Mind of our 


infinitely perfect Creator? This ſurely ſpeaks forth the 
eternal Exiſtence of our Souls, being the Produce of 
infinite Wiſdom, join'd with no "leſs Power and Gocd- : 
neſs ; all which Perfc&ions can never be greater or 
more perfect. Nay, - Ts 
A Contrivance thus laid in thi Mind of God em 
eternal Ages, muſt, in Reaſon, be ſuppoſed to laſt and 
continue to Eternity; ; that as it was a proper Exerciſe 
to his moſt active Nature before Time commenced, it 
may equally continue to be ſuch an one to him, when 
Time ſhall be no more, being 84 in ge Be- 
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ages,” 


| Now 


For let it be 2 


N 5 . 
p on this State of Things, and 1 5 but little, 


ſhine. as Stars in a much higher Orb, and differ vaſtly 
Oar we ate at preſent. , Nay, 

2 that Fs glorious Graco ſhould. intend 
3 to give to other” intelligent Creatures 
7 of more excellent ide and Powers than we have; 
yet. wherefore thould he, in order to this, remove us 


his Power, being Almighty, that he can with the 
5 greateſt Eaſe afford a proper Habitation to thoſe ſupe- 
perior Beings, , at the ſame Time, provide a ſuit- 
able one for us top? Eſpecially, 8 
Since it muſt be granted, that the Creator of all 
| Thiogs « can exerciſe his own. moſt active Powers and 
| Ferfections in managing and governing reaſonable Be- 
ings of an inferior Claſs, as well as thoſe in a much 


Way neceſſary for the greater Beauty, Harmony and 
Perie&ion of his univerſal Kingdom, which, _ he 
lives for ever to rule over it, ſhall laſt and continue 
for ever like wiſe : And now, from what has been pea- 
8 you may readily obſerve, that there is no juſt 
Foundation for. this firſt Suppoſition, to deſtroy the 
Argument I have advanced for our everlaſting . 
PR n . 1 
e ſec ion, =. That A a 
dene State o I mprovemetit, « our os Frm 0 


= we are but of Tefterday ; yet if we ſincerel 
imploy the active Powers that God hath hath given us, rd | 
may come, in the Courſe of an eternal Exiſtence, to 


from a Place in his World, when ſuch, and ſo great is- 


fuperior. one; and that this much ſeems to be ſome 
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intelligent Beings in our Room, to contemplate and 
admire the H#orkmanſbip of bis Hands, and ſurvey 


with Pleaſure-the ſeveral Beauties and Excellencies | of 


the Creation, the Taſte and Reliſh, of theſe Things, 


we ſhall ſuppole, being loſt in a great Meaſure to thoſe 
intelligent Creatures, who have had Acceſs for a long 
Space of Lime to behold the and delight themſelves 
in them. In Anſwer to this, 2 
I readily grant that ſuch is the Nature of Man at 
preſent, that Things new, which we never heard of, 
read or faw . are uſually more taking and enter 
taining to us than old ones, that are become familiar 
to us. And let it be granted this Diſpoſition ſhould 


continue with us in a future State of Exiſtence; What 


then? Cannot our Almighty Creator ſatisfy it, and by 
his infinite Wiſdom and Power find out new and pro- 
per Entertainment for all the moſt enlarged Powers of 
that Soul, which he himſclt hath created ? This much i 


aſſuredly no Man can refuſe, And 


Grin we ſhould go on in a Stote of pe- | 
ment to eternal Ages, (as I make no doubt we ſhall) 


will it ever be poſſible for finite Spirits as comprehend 


him who is an infinite One? No verily, for this were to 


ſuppoſe him limited in his Perſections, and to ſet our 


ſelves evidently beyond the Rank of Creatures; both _ 

which are <qually and obviouſly abſurd. - Creatures, 

no queſtion we ſhall ever be, and whilſt we continue 
howmuch ſoever we ſhall 4 improve, we will ever 


have Occaſion to learn more of God and of his Works, 


to raiſe our Wonder and Admiration of that all-glorious 
Being, the Perfection of Beauty, and Fountain of Ex- 
cellency, and excite our Praiſes of him, yet ſo as to 


remain at an infinite Diſtance from him, the firſt and 
the beſt of Beings. In one Word, he who can find 
out an active and proportion'd. Exerciſe for his own 
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Craviugs ot aur Souls, that have limited ones; ant 
iu confequence of what has becu ſuid, this ſecond 2%. 
poſition alls to the Ground. I proceed therefore ta 
The third Suppoſition, vi. That there may be 
ſame certain fixed Period of Time, tho unknown to 
us, when every Creature that God bath made ſhall, 
agcording to its Frame and Nature, grow up to a2 
fun Age, thercafter decline, and at leugth ceaſe to 
exiſt, and be no more for ever. In Anfwer to this, 
111 readily grant, and tis what can't be refuſed, that 
| all the Creatures in this World, fo far as we have Ac- 
ceſs to obſerve them, have a 'fix'd Period when they 
grow up to Maturity, ripen apace to a full-Age, and 
therea tet decline gradually, and at laſt give Place to 
others who 1 them : Thus it is evidently witk 
Men; and itt is no leſs true, both as to Animals and 
| s All of them have their fixed Periods for a 
vidible Exiſtence, ſome of them longer, others ſhorter ; * 
but every one of them, ſooner or later, do decline and 
dit away, to make Room for others of the ſame Kind 
to ſucceed them. But they, 
Tho they ceaſe to live and act after tha; the 1 
top: of bs their viſible Part did conſiſt, -is not an- 
nikilated, but only returns to the Earth again from 
whence ir was taken. Thus it is with the inferior 
_ Creavian 3 and thus it is likewiſe with our Bodies, 
wha, aſter a Period of Years, return to the Duſt rom 
whonoe they came, mingle with it again, and make a 
Part of it, and we cannot, after a few Years, diſtin- , | 
: guiſh it from other common Duſt ; only we ſeem to 8 
5 Do woody thre that none of it periſneth; tis true, the 
once beautiful Form is deſtroyed, dut the Subſtance of 
it ſtill remains as _ as ever. And having n 
this much, 
The Point that comes next to be conſidered is this, | 
ViZ. If every other Creature that God has made. or ; 
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quilicion : Io ſay no leſs, it ſerins pretty probable, 
that there may be many different. Claſs of 
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42 above Men wit Natures are ſuited yo thoſe 


33 where they principally reſide in the vaſtly d- 
tended Uu Bur as we know littie of theſe Crea- 
© *rures at preſent, I cannot, for my Part, ſee how we 
can reaſon trom their Natures, to demonſtrate. their 


eternal Exiſtence; and therefore I ſhall confine my elf - 


herein ro Man; a Creature more obvious to us. And 


Tho' in this State we are evidently at a /Lofs o 


"from may juſt:Notions of the Nature of that thinking. 
Subſtance: within us, which conſtitutes us rational 
and intelligent -Beings : Let we have very good Reaſon 


_ "to conclude, that it is 'a Principle of Action fome 


Way Independent on the Body, and quite of another 
Mans from it; and conſequently it is umable it 

y ſubſiſt and exiſt by itſelf, as a Principle of Thought 

nd Action when . from the Body, which is 
only an Organ or Inſtrument to it in —— Actions, 
that could not be performed ſo well, or not at all with- 
"out it. And i 

As I rake it, it is not an Aly provinck to prove. the 
- Tmmorrality of the Soul from the Nature of it, this be- 
ing a Thing we know ſo little of at preſent; yet this 
mich ſeems pretty e, that ſince it does not 
depend upon the N a3 a Principle of Thought, 
though united to it, an with it at preſent; that 
- theretore it does not porn into a State of Inſcnſibility 
. with the Body at Death, but continues, after that, to 
act by itſelf, "= the Body, through ſome Defect, is 
become an W and delt Inſtrument unto it. 
And withal, 


- Since Man's conſeſſedly the moſt glorious and ex- 
Lecllent Oreature in this lower World, and his Soul, the 


eh inking Principle within him, the higheſt and moſt 
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Wen Parc of che Mah, nay. 1 which conſtitutes 


* - * > * 
| % 125 
7 f 
333 i 


i * . A D 
x - » y . ks * A 
o i 1% 1 : 
: "a 4 2 60 7 . \ Ty 


- 


us Men, it does not ſeem conſiſtent, as I take it, either 


'with the Wiſdom or Goodneſs of God, that his Pe- 
riod of Life ſnould be ſhorter than many others af the 
Creatures around him: Tis true indeed, many of 

them die {6oner than we do, but others of them con- 
feſſedly exceed us in the; Number of their Years ; and 


fince Life is one of the greateſt Bleſſings to any Crea- 
ture, becauſe it is evidently the Foundation or Medium 
ot all others, one cannot fail to think that our Life, 


if proportioned or adapted to the Dignity of our Na- 
tures, muſt, in Reaſon, exceed all others of them, 
vhich yet it does not, unleſs our Souls ſurvive our Bodies, 


and continue to think and act in a State of Separation 


from the Body. Taking it for granted then, that the 
Soul ſurvives the Body when diſlodged from it, 


The Queſtion that ariſeth from this, and comes 
next to be inquired into is, via. How long ſhall the 


Soul continue to exiſt after its Separation from the 


Body ? Or, if chere be any Thing in the Nature and 


Frame at that Spirit to fix its Duration to a certain 


Period, at which Time it ſhall ceaſe to exiſt? 


And becauſe, as I ſaid before, this is a Diſquiſition 
above our Reach at preſent, in regard we know ſo very 


little of the Nature of Spirits, I rather chooſe to lay 
the Foundation of a ſubſequent Reaſoning to clear this 


Point upon this as a Medium of Proof. Taking it for 
granted then, that the Soul of Man ſurvives the Body; 


then hence, 1 ſay, if it ſhould ceaſe to exiſt after that, be 


it either ſooner or later, it muſt be owing to one of theſe 
two Suppoſit ions. Either, Fir, That God cannot 


ps this Soul in Being for ever after. Or, Secondly, 


cauſe he will not do it. Should  - 


| We ſuppoſe rhe firſt, I take it to be evidently falſe : 
for he who gave it a Being at firſt, can, no queſtion, 


give it an eternal Exüitence if he pleaſeth, becauſe it 
can require no greater Meaſure of Power to preſetve 


any Creature in Life, than it did to have brought them 


to the koſſeſſion af it when they ſirſt enjoy d it. Belides, 
1 FE BL 3 
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"fp fu ppoſe the contrary, is evidently to ſet Bounds 


1 Limits to his Power, in a Matter too, which nei- 


ther includes in it any the leaſt Contradiction, or 


poſes any Meaſure of Weaknels;; and conſequentiy, 


ſhould we give into this Suppoſitiongzit would not ouly, 
as I take it, limit thar Perfection, mean the Power of 
- but likewiſe his Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 
which his Power, as I conceive, mult be Ahe d. 
for what would Wiſdom and Goodneſs ſerve for, even 
in God, ſuppoſing; in him a Want of Power to imploy 
and e theſe amiable Perfections of his Natur 
for the Beneſit of his Creatures; the principal Sets 
of the Reaſoning therefore, muſt of Neeeſlity | turn upon 


the laſt of thoſe Suppoſitions, vlg. the Will and good 


Pleaſure of God: Which ſhall, therefore be conſidered. 
Thac God can, by his mighty Power, 3 our 
Souls in Life to live tor ever, has been already proven. 


All the Doubt then is as to the Will 3 0d, v. 


whether he will do it; for God may be ſup oled to he 
able to do many Things, which, for Ren ons ki aon 
to himſelf, 3 may think fit to . . his 
Power, however infinite, is always. guided and di- 


rected in its Exerciſe by his Wiſdom; and:fince it is 


Lord, who acts without Controul, and docs 
pleaſeth him, both in the Armies of Heaven, aud 6 amongſt 
tbe Jubabitants of this Earth; yet ſince he muſt, in « 
Reaſon, be ſuppoſed to a& from infinite Wildom in 
every Fart of his Management, be it either as a Creator, 
. Goyernor or judge; this makes it at once more 
: —pallible, certain and ſatistying for us to reaſon from this 
Medium, I mean the Will of God, to illuſtrate the 
Point under our preſent Diſquiſition. 

Let us therefore examine, ſo far as we can, what 
| might be the glorious End and Deſign of God's Creat- 
ing of intelligent Spitits; this, as I rake i it, muſt come 


and muſt be fo, tho” he is an abſolute and ſorereig 5 


in as an Help to determine their eternal Exiſtence: 
: Fr: whatever han, in ne ſuppoſed to be the 
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, or determining MEE! in the Div ne "Ta : 
of creating thoſe 17 irits, muſt come in like 
| Wiſe to be conſidered b us as a Proof or Evidence of 
their Continuance in Being, be it either for a BxY 
Period or endleſs Divi” wif ogy 

And the only Thing (as I take it) that can be hp 

pooſed to Sterne 4. ſelf· exiſtent Jebovab, to cre 
2 World, and intelligent Beings in particular, was 4 

_ Diſplay of his glorious Perfections in their excellent 
Formation, and to them in ſpecial, after that ; for, 
1 aid before, he Wedel not to have created à 
World ir 5 or rational Beings in ſpecial, to con- 
Vince himſelf that he had fach Pei re 
wards 8 . in forming ng of them, nd equal for this 

at ertaking; an becker conten lating 

— in his GW K Mind, he ta, by co dc an 
Avr and entertaining Exerciſe to his own almighty. 
Mind, tho” he had never created them at all, And 
viewed them in all thoſe ſuppoſeable Caſes and Circum- 
ſtances chat have. happened ſince, or can occur #s 
clearly as when afterwards he brought them into Being. 
But then, as every one may obſerve, in all this mental 
Contemplation there neither was nor could be any Dif- 
y, Emanation or Illuſtration of the glorious E Perfecti- 
ons inherent i in his hleſſed Natute; he himſelf, tis true, 
nne them, but none elſe had any Diſcoveries of them. 
Tse Illaftration chen of his own Perſecklons, parti- 
culurly of his Goodneſs, Wiſdom and Power, muſt be 
ſuppoled to be the determining Principle in the Di- 
vine Iatellect or Mind in forming intelligent Beingsy 
und this much is Iikewiſe evident from the gu 
Tunes: There we ate expreſly told, that the Li 
made all Things for Bimſe „ Prov. xvi. 4. J. b. for 
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the Manifeſtarion of his Divine Ferfections. Hence it I au 
is, that all bis T9 5 are ſaid to praiſe bim, Pfal. 'oxlv. | Aue 
85 o. becuſe on afford an Occaſion and Argintent to Go 
his intelligent Creatures to do it. 


: And 2 his End in creating of intelligent Beings 
for Thelc are thoſe I am now concerned why was _ 
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Mlianĩiſeſtation of his glorious Perfectious co them; fo 
| particularly;and more eſpecially of his Goodneſs} which, i 
wherever it is, is always communicative of irſclf for the 
Good and Benefit of others. This then, and his kind 
and generous Deſign in communicat ing of it was that, 
that muſt be ſuppoſed to induce our glorious Creator 
to have formed us, vi. That he might impart of his 
Goodneſs to us; but this much he could not poſſibly - 
do, till once we cxilted, to taſte and ſee that God is + 
It is evident therefore, that it was owing to the Good 
neſs of our God, and his generous Deſign of imparting 
of it, that he gave intelligent Beings an actual Exiſt- 
ence; for ſince, as has been ſaid; he needed not to have 
created them, but for this, becauſe he could have im- 
oyed his Mind, and delighted himſelf in the clear 
Us he might have taken of them. Previous to this, 
he _ be ſuppoſed to _ created them to render 
himſelf more happy by it, but to a Hap- 
* pineſs to them, which flows ac his . . 
Streams from a Fountain. Since + - 
Their Happineſs therefore, and not their Miſery, 
was the primary and noble Delign of their Formation; 
The Queſtion that comes in next to be determined is, 
viz. Whether it contributes more to #Huſtrate' tlñje 
| Goodneſs of to his intelligent Creatures, to give 
them a Being. only for a certain Period of Time, to: 
taſte of his Goodaels, or rather to continue them in 
Life for ever to enjoy it; and withal give them the 
— a 300, to remove all anxious and uncaſy-' 
ts from their Minds, that otherwiſe of Ne- 
celliry mult be ſuppoſed ro diſturb and imitter their 
preſent Enjoyments of it. 
And having thus ſlated the Queſtion, every. Body: | 
muſt ſee, as I conceive,” that the laſt of thoſe is un- 
queſtionably the moſt proper one to do it hy; for if 
Goodneſs communicated and imparted to others is the 
proper and genuine Proof of a kay. Being, from whence 
8 which cannot be reluled Then we 
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Vill naturally follow; that the more laſting and abids” |} 
ing that Goodneſs is, which denominates one Good of + | 
Neceſſity, it gives and muſt give a clearer and brighter 
Diſplay ot the Goodneſs of the Author and Fountain 
of it, becauſe it removes from our Minds all Fears 
and Jcalouſies, all Miſtakes or MiſconſtryRions about 
the Effects of his Goodneſs, as if he had ſome By-end 
to ſetve by them; but when the Goodneſs . manifeſted + - 
by the Effects or Fruits ot it are continuing and ever- 
laſting, and proper Aſſurances ot this given to the 
reaſonable. Creature; there is no Room or Place to en- 
tertain an ill Thought of the -glorious Author of it. 
And ſince God is of Power, as has been ſaid, to pre- 
| ſerve his intelligent Creatures in Being, as long, he 
lives, i. e. for ever; it is but reaſonable to ſuppoſe, 
that he will continue them in Being thus long to ex- 
perience in themſelves his immenſe Goodneſs. This be- 
ing the moſt convincing Proot and higheſt Evidence of | 
his great Goodneſs; and that, in ſhort, there is none good 
as he is, becauſe he lives for ever to do us good. Nay, | 
Since it was owing to his Goodneſs that he gave 
them a Being to impart a Happineſs to them, in re- 
gard that his Goodneſs, like his other Perfections, is 
unchangeable, it can never be owing to the Want 
of Goodneſs in himſelf, if at any imaginary Pe- 
riod of Exiſtence he removes any of his intelligent 
Creatures into their primitive State of Non - exiſtence: 
Nor can this ſuppoſed Removal from Lite be account- 
ed a Kindneſs or Favour done to them; for if Life, and 
the Benefits attending ir, flowing from the Grace and 
Goodneſs of God, be a Thing in itſelf greatly to be 
deſir'd by every intelligent Being, it can never, in any 
jult Senſe be called or deſigned Goodneſs to deprive 
them of it; and if it. cannot, and evidently it cannot, 
then cenſequently it ſhall never happen to them, 2. e. 
to be deprived of Life; for ſeeing it was upon Defign 
of communicating of his Goodneſs to them that he gave 
chem a Being at all; it muſt be owing to the lame. 
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Thing as this ſhould-befal them, which, from what: has 
been Tad, is obviouſly and evidently falle. t 
I fay it, nay J may. confidently aſſert this _—_ 
has liner it was owing to the Goodneſs of God that 
erer he created intelligent Beings to taſte that he is 
2 it muſt; of Neceſſicy, be owing to che ſame 
amiable Perfection, if at any Time he ſhould remove 
them from the Poſſeſſion of it, ( which has been diſproven) 
other wile we muſt ſuppoſe his Power to be deſtruftive of 
his Goodneſs, when yet, in the natural and beautiful 
rder of Things; it is only ſubſervient to that and 
his other Perfect ions, and in ſo far; and not others 
ib, a lovely Perfection, and one to be deſired by auß 
intelligent Beg whediiorer: But to 90 on in the Ar- — 
1 let us 
Suppoſe far once, 4 T hing which, you ſee can never 
happen, vis. That God ſhould remove his intelligent 
Creatures from Life, and the Benefits of it; in conſe- 
© quence of this, he muſt either be ſuppoſed to have fixed 
a certain Period for all of them, when they ſhall ceaſe 
to exiſt, or, which is the other Branch of the Suppoſi - 
tion, and the only Thing that can be ſuppoſed, vis. 
That he ſhall remove ſome of them from Life, and the 
- Engoyments ol it before others of them. Butt 
If we ſhould give into the firſt, there is an End at 
once, you lee, of the declarative Goodneſs of God, which 
can. never be ſuppoſed: And ſhould we embrace the laſt, 
then, as I ſaid before, how muſt it diſturb the Peace 
and Quiet, «he Joy and Happineſs of thoſe who ſur- 
vive them, to ſe their Fellou· creatures deprived of a 
Share in the Goodneſs of God, when in Conſequence 
of this, they muſt in Rea ſon conclude with themlelves, A 
that they in like Manner muſt be deprived of it. ao i 
| ſome Time after that, be it either ſooner or later ? For - i 
if one intelligent. Creature ſhould be deprived of Lite - 
and the Benefits ot it, wherefore not —— ? And fo 
ESE Bo be 1 in — 1 4 
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d Judgment being the nme af: bis 


And hence, 


It would e Solo Ulkewiſey' that, har = 


Goodneſs of God be ever ſo great (and ſuch it is be- 


yond all Thought) he can never be ſuppoſed to com 

ea of his Goodneſs to his intelligent Creatures, 
to their Satisfa tion in him, as the Father of Mercicg 
and God of all Conſolation, which yet is evidently 
inconſiſtent with his generous and way Fa vs in 

J_—_ of them. For, 


Should we ſuppoſe our almighty Parent to be ar- 


ing in beſtowing of good Things on his intelligent 
Cereatures after he has made them; this, as has been 


frequently ſaid, can never in Reaſon anſwer his In- 


. tention in creating of them, ſince his doing of this was 
evidently to impart of his Goodneſs to them, to render 


them happy in himſelf, the Author 7 every good and 
Perfect Gift. And, f 


2 30h we again "ROWS chat our glorious and al- 


mighty Creator, in Conſequence of his having formed 


a vaſt Number of intelligent Creatures, is graciouſly 

pleas'd withal to confer many of his valuable Bleſings 

and Benefits on them, to render their Enjoyment of 
| Life a Comfort to them. Why? It is evident that 


the more of theſe he beſtows on 0 the worſe it is 


for them, becauſe the Fears and Jealouſies that muſt of 
Neceſſity be ſuppoſed to ariſe in their Minds, upon 
the Proſpect of their being depriv'd of that precious 
Liſe, by the Continuation of which, they ean only taſte 
thoſe many good Things which are beſtowed on them, - 


muſt of Courſe embitter them to that Degree, and fill 


their Minds with ſuch uneaſie and torment ing Thoughts, 
that they cannot in any juſt Senſe be ſaid to enjoy 
them, or take Pleaſure in 3 whilſt theſe do hang 


about them. And if it is thus evidently true, that 


they can have no true Contentment with rhem, or 
1 * in them; N theſe — Things 


are 
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are in chemfeties, or FA 'the ERimation' of the Donor, 3 
they are not, nor cannot be proper Diſplays of Good-. 
neſs to the Creature, ' becauſe they are not in Conditi- 
on to reliſh rhe Good of them, which yet they muſt 
be, elſe they cannot in any juſt Senſe be called, a Diſ- 
play of Goodneſs; for this ſuppoſes the Creature to be 
Lenſible of it, otherwiſe there is no Diſplay of it to 
them, the Thing intended by it. Beſides, 7297 

is certain that ſuch Fears and Anxieties of Mind, 1 
as muſt of Courſe follow upon this Hypotheſis now] 
mentioned, are evidently inconſiſtent with all true and 
juſt Notions of Goodneſs. Thus, amongſt intelligent 
Creatures, Goodnels evidently expreſſeth it ſelf, in do- 
ing what is within the Compaſs of our Power and 
Knowledge, to promote the Happineſs of our Fellow- 
creatures, in ſo far as it is not evidently inconſiſtent 
with our own Happineſs ; and when it is applied unto 

God, wherein, pray, ſhould it conſiſt, or expreſs itſelf 
towards his rational Creatures, if not by employing his 
Power and Wiſdom to render them eaſy and pleas'd, 
and fully ſatisfied with their Beings, Place oo Cir- 
cumſtances in his World? But this can never be, un- 
leſs their Exiſtence be continued to everlaſting. Ages, 
and proper A ſſurances given them of it. Nay, 

In the Want of this (as I take it) it had been better 
fr the intelligent Creature never to have had a Being 
given them at all; for before they had it, they were 
not, and could not think, and conſequently could not 
be ſubje& to any anxious or uneaſie I houghts ; where- 
"as by their having an intelligent Being beſtowed on 
them, they muſt of Courſe be filled with them. And 
ſince, as has been (aid, the uncreated Being needed not 
to have torm'd them to advance his own Happineſs; 
wherefore then ſhould he in Juſtice be ſuppoſed to em- 
| ploy his Power as a Creator to make them, or any 
Claſſes of them miſerable ? Since by his Power, that 
Power by which he created them, he can preſerve them 
in L iſe, to taſte the Pleaſures of it, and receive from his 

1 CV | Good- 


3 See, which this inex dauſtible, till . fat | 
3 ait h Foy un eakable and ful of Glory, - in warty 
2 To concludz this: 
| - _ the'Goodnrſs'vf God that he created Man, and other 
© Intelligent Beings, to taſe and ſee that be is good, and 
n unce he is of Power to continue them in Being as long 
zs he lives, and ſince his Goodneſs, as well as his o- 
5 ther Perfections, is unexhauſtible, and paſt finding out, 
and ſineę the eternal Emanarions of his Goodneſs is one 
5 of the higheſt Inſtances, and moſt convincing Proofs 
ol che immenſe Goodneſs of God, and neoeſſary in the 
very Nature of it to give a proper and ſatisfying Diſ- 
—1 of it to them: Nay, if in the Want of this, and 
proper Aſſurances of it, the Creature, in me Senſe, 
rad better never have been created. In | 
of all this, thaugh we are Strangers at preſent to the 
Frame and Nature of intelligent Spirits, yer from the 
whole that has been reaſoned, I think we may fately , F 
conclude, that they ſhall exiſt for ever, to be happy in 
their God, the Father of Spirits, who, as he had no 
other Deſign in creating of them, bur to impart of his 
Goodneſs'to them, and give them ſatisfying Diſplays 
of it, can neyer be oc roma to promote it by depriving 
them of it. And 
Having thus conſidered, and difcuſs*d theſe three 
Suppoſitions above-menrioned, I return to conclude 
the general Argument 1 have advanc'd to prove the 
Immortality of our Souls. Since 
I The Divine Being then, who is beyond all Compa- 
= rxiſon a moſt active One, muſt be allow'd a proper 
Prxerciſe for rheſe his infinite Perfect ions; and fince it 
was a Part, na Queſtion, of his active and pleaſant 
Employment, from the Ages of Eternity, to form to 
himſelf an Idea of Man, to exilt in Time, which ac- 
vordingly, by the Exerciſe of his Perfe&ions, he has 
now gecompliſh'd, and hereby has Occafion ſtill ta 
'Fmploy his Powers and Perfections at preſent in ſup- 
rcing and governing of him; tis but 3 and 
falke to conclude from all phis our eternal Exiſtence 1 
| q 7 


caſoning then, if it was owing 0 


"4 
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14 4 nth, other dure, Ireatures,. 

ve may continue for ever, to be a proper Exerciſe for, UE 
his great and ever-glorious Perſections, to preſetyg us in 

Life, and afford us the proper Exerciſe and Pleaſares, 


e who hath . brought this important 
n | Becauſ 1 I live 0 


who —— choſen 050 Es chair Parrion, "ny rake . be 


4 5 immortal One; and this much our gracious Ren OS on 


be bappy for ever; and the Reaſon of this is obvious, - Wa; 


becauſe he lives for ever to employ, his glorious and a- 
miable Perfections to promote their Happineſs. The 
Peace and Proſperity, the Happineſs and Welfare of | 
the: Subject is unqueſtionably the Glory of every King, 
and all of chem = have a juſt Regard to their exalt- 
ed Office, will labour to their Power to promote it; 
for they ſhall proſper who love it. Nut how defective 
ſo ever theſe Deputy Kings may be in anſwering the 
noble and primary Deſign of their Exaltation; he of 
a Iruth, who is King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, 
vill never be wanting to promote the Good and Bene⸗ 
fir of his: For, beſides that, they are graven upon the 
Palms of bis Hands, aud their Walls are continually. 
before him, he is of Power to do it, and has Wiſdom 
in Perfection to find out the proper and neceſſary Means 
to advance it. Bleſſed is that Man therefore that 
* maketh the Lord bis T. ruſt, for they that truſt in the 
Lord ſhall be as Mount Zion, which caunot be removed, 

but abideth for ever, Pal. cxxv. 1 
Were it indeed a Thing to be ſuppoſed (which. aſ- 
frcdly can never happen) that our Creator could poſ- 
ſialy ceaſe to exiſt, or to employ his ſelf-· act ive 3 
fections; in Conſequence of this, the pious and good 
Man, who truſteth in the Lord, and whoſe Hope the 
Lord is, would be reduc'd to Micab's Melancholly and 
* Note, 2+ bave taken away my gods, which [ 
mage 
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made (ſays he) W I more ? Judges xviii. 

24. But ſince he lives for ever, lives to employ his in- 
finite Ferfections to render them compleatly happy in 
himſelf the Author of their Beings, and Fountain - of | 
their Happineſs, tis evident ro a Demonſtration that 

their Choice is wiſe and good; for nothing that can 
befal them can diminiſ their Happineſs, or ſeparate , , 
them from it, becauſe he is of Power to preſerve 'them 
to his heavenly Kingdom and Glory, and has engaged 
his faithful Word of Promiſe to keep them by his Power - 
through Faith unto Salvation, 1 Pet. i. 5. In Conſe- 
gquence of this, the ſincere Chriſtian may expreſs. him 

elf in the Apoſtle's Words, Rom. viii. 35, 37, 38, 
and 39 Verſes, Who ſhall ſeparate us from the Love - 
of Chriſt ® Shall Tribulation, or Diſtreſs, or Perſecuti- 

on, or Famine, or Nakedneſs, or Peril, or Sword“? 
Nay, in all theſe Things we are more than Conquerors, | 
through him that loved us. For I am perſuaded, that 
neither Death, nor Life, nor Angels, nor Principalities, © : 
nor Powers, nor Things preſent, nor Things to come; 
Nor Height, nor Depth, nor any other Creature, ſhall 
be able to ſeparate us from the Love of God which is 
in Chriſt Feſus our Lord. And to the ſame Purpoſe 
the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, P/al. xlviii. 14. This God, i. e. 
Pho made the Heavens and the Earth; this God, who 
liveth and abideth for ever, who isGod and changeth not, 
be is our God for ever and ever, he will be our Guide even 

| unto Death, My Heart and my Fleſh faileth, but God 

- is the Strength of my Heart, and my Portion for ever, 

Plſal. lxxiii. 26. The Lord is my Portion, ſaith my 

. Soul, therefore will I hope in bim, Lam. iii. 24. And 

| bappy is he that hath the God of Facob for his Help, 
whoſe Hope. is in the Lord bis God, which made the 

Heaven and the Earth, the Sea and all that therein is, 
becauſe he keepeth Truth for ever, and ſhall reign for 
ever and ever, even thy God O Zion unto all Generations, 
Pſal. cxlvi. 5, 6, and 10 Verſes. Surely then, 


& 
* 


It ſhall be well with he Rihnadhs; ſuch they are 
| happy in Time, having laid Help upon one that is 
mighty, and ready to provide for them. Take no 
Thought for your Life (ſays our Saviour) what ye ſball 


eat. or what ye ſhall drink, nor yet for your Body what 


A 


- 17, 18, 19 Verſes, Alt bon h the Fig-tree (fa 4 
_ ſhall not ſew, neit ber hal ys he) 


* 


ye ſhall put on; is not the Life more than Meat, and 
the Body than Raiment ? i. e. He that gave you a Being, 
can eaſily, by the ſame Greatneſs of Power, provide a 
| ſuitable Maintenance for it. Hence that noble and 
beautiful Paſſage of the Prophet Habakkuk's Chap. iii. 


| Fruit be in #ho Vines, tbe © 
Labour of the Olive ſhall fail, and the Fields ſhall yield 
no Meat, the Flock ſhall be cut off from the Fold, and 
| there ſhall be no Herd in the Stalls: What then, Nr I 
will - rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my 
Salvation. The Lord God is my Strength. He is my 
God (ſays the devour Chriſtian) the God that form'd 
me, and therefore will not be wanting to provide for 


me. If earthly Parents provide for their Children, a 


heavenly One will much more do it for his, that de- 
pend upon hint for it; yea what is good the Lord wilt 
give it. But withil, © els = 
The Happineſs of the good Man is not confin'd or 
reſtricted to this preſent Life; no, by no Means, they 
ſhall be yet more happy in the Life which is to come, 
when God himſelf ſhall be their exceeding great Re- 
ward; nay, who can recount the Happineſs of that 
Man whoſe God is the Lord. Eye bath not ſeen, nor 


Har heard, neither have entred into the Heart of Man 


the Things which God bath prepared for them that love 


bim. O bow great is thy Goodneſs, which thou baſt 
laid up for them that fear thee ; which thou baſt wrought 
For them that truſt in thee, Pſal, xxxi. 19. It muſt 


needs be inexpreſſibly great, becauſe ſuch is the Source 


| Inherit all Things, and I will be his God, and he ſpall 


and Fountain of it; be of good Courage therefore all ye 
that hope in the Lord; For be that owercometh ſhall 
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e a, 0 wh JF: . A 
| | or, Res. xx. 7; Aud if FS Aa- 
poſtie reaſous) hen Heirs, Heirs ꝙ God;' and font. 
| re tut h. Chriſt, Rom. viii. 17, He | phat pared 
wot! Bis own Son, but delivered bias up: for us all: 
ſhall he not with bin «ho freoly e 4. 4 L. a, 
| Rom. viii. 3 
Now we are the Sons of 9 and canſcguertly | 
; 4 Right. and Title to the Inheritance of the ne} 
nan Inberitaucs incorruptible and undefited, aud that fadeth * 
nut away, reſer ved in Heaven for us ; lut it doth not 
get appear what ue Hall be, but this much we know, 
$hat mben be, wbo is our Life, ſha appear, we a, 
As ute bim, aud appear with him in Glory; for we ſhall _ 
ſer him as be is, ſes him, and be for over with him, ſte 
im, and enter into the Joy f our Lord and Maſter, 
_ 2. whoſe Preſence there is Fulneſs of Foy, at whoſeRight- 
Hund there ars Pleaſures for ever more. O deſirable _ 
Place, O happy Society. My Soul thirſteth for God, 
for tbe living od when ſball I come and appear be- 4 
PFPors God, Inte all glorious - Being, che Ereator of all 
Abings, and ſee him, the Perieian of Basty. Let * 
| therefore, 188 185 
Who have this Hope, be ever. and. anon puri ifyi p 
ouiſelyes e ven 46 he is pure. Let us cleanſe our _ | 
From al -Filthineſs of the Fleſb and of the Spirit, per- 
ing Holineſs in the Fear of God. Let us continue + 
55 patient in Mell dung. and commit the Keeping of our 
Souls to him in Well-doing, as unto 4 Tae Oreator. 
In a Word, let it be our conſtant: and pleaſant Em- 
ployment to glorific . him in out Souls and Bodies 
en are his, and ſo: doing, we ſhall obtain eternal. 
Tue, as the Gift of God through Feſus Cbriß. Now 
the God of Peace, that Pata again from the Dead our | 
| Zord Feſus, that great Shepherd of the Sheep, through © 
the Blood of the everlaſting Covenant, make you per- 
fed im every good Work, to do bis Will, working in 
v that 2bich is well-pleaſing in bis Sight tbrough 
Fiaſus Clrif, a BE is ococndee Ames - 
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